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abstract

ost-industrial landscapesshape today sworld topography more than one could
P generally admit or acknowledge They surround and interferenot only in urban
areas, oftentimes being left abandoned and misused, practically at the mercy of destifijus,
now the time has come t@addressthe industrial legacy, reclaim it back andpreferably,set it
going.

The master thesis engages in the global paradigm oévitalising, re-using and
transforming post-industrial landscapes from the Heritage Sudies perspective The
industrial residuesand derelict moonscape scenerie®ften form so-called brownfield s and
wastelandsin urban planning. The question is what it actually takes to integrateghem back
into common use by not only human societyJndeniably, the desired act of reviving suchn
O A OT énvkddant requires a thoroughly planned agendaOne aspecpresentsaOl A x 6
form of heritage from the relatively recent industrialisation period in both tangible and
intangible ways. Thus, it ultimately follows and engages inthe presentday paradigm of
Critical Heritage Discoursewhile nurturing a transdisciplinary overtone. In a certain sense,
the not-at-all natural landscapes embody anthropological (cratche gathered around
preserved sculpturesand remnants (of the built environment, machines, ensemblesand
landscape$. The industrial identity of a place interferes and sets new boundaries for any
potential transformative actions.In this respect, the research analysethe industrial heritage
value and regional identity ofthe Ruhr region in Western Germany through the 19899 post-
industrial restructuring initiatives of the International Building Exhibition Emscher Park
until today. Furthermore, it examines the inputs and outomes of capitalising on Ruhr’s
strong historical narrative towards fresh identity-building and valorising its industrial

heritage.

keywords

post-industrial landscape,regional identity, industrial heritage, heritage value, Ruhrgebiet,
IBA Emscher Park



acronyms

AHD Authorised Heritage Discourse
CDA Critical Discourse Analysis
CHD Critical Heritage Discourse
ERIH European Route of Industrial Heritage
IBA International Building Exhibition (EN)/Internationale Bauausstellungen (DE)

ICOMOS International Council on Monuments and Sites
RVR Regionalverband Ruhr

TICCIH The International Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage

UNESCO The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation



chapter 01

01. a. research background
01. b. research aim, objectives & questions
01. c. scientific relevance

01. d. research methodology & structur e



Tidy Up the Ruhr!

intro duction

ver the past forty years, humankind has slowly but surely been
O acknowledging the necessity to deal witlderelict industrial landscapesand
their consequences on the planefhe landscape$ad often remained abandoned before men
sought to availthemselves oftheir potential for indu strial actions from the 19t century
onwards. After almost 200 years the time has come to heal theooted scars inflicted by
serious human deeds Areas that are often utilised to their maximum, in many cases even
violently abused, desireexclusive attention.Their complexity longs for proper analysis asa
O A A Oditen 8dmveys ambiguous and complex pasts about injustice and fear, along with
OOOOEOAT h  OAOGE I (%o 2084, 1A Nolvaddy$, GtbeA G @ well as large
industrial areas of barren groundwith majestic though rusty ensembles occupy the surface
Furthermore, lost identity and fallen valuesoften accompany the current dispositios of such
brownfields and wastelands And so, we find ourselves on the threshold of a new epoch
where change and dynamic temporal reshapindpegin to dominate our understanding of
history/heritage relationship and the environment around us. Postindustrial
transformation and revival, with a proper amount ofrespect towards the pastjs necessary
for the planet to function more effectively in the future.Consequently, the primary question

remains how to achieve an ideal equilibrium between the past, present and future

The industrial period comes as aecent past. Thus, we often stand before a matter
of whether this particular recency sets positive or negative connotations to intangible
(identity, values, memories) and tangible industrial legacymoreover,how to express them
adequately. Hence experts from various disciplines, together with the general public
gradually endeavour to find what appearsA O  @dhtfsoluflon 6for approaching neglected
post-industrial landscapes and interwoven industrial heritage. Their symbolic meaning
leaves us hanging upora new understanding of the heritage and landscape concepts. Yet
again, a new paradigm shift ariseasking for complex, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary
scrutiny. Overall, industrial remnants show a necessity for new methods and dynamic
systems within presumably new methodologies.Therefore, airrent research in post

industrial areas and leftovers emerges to be on theery front burner.

The thesis presents the case study ohé Ruhr region (Ruhrgebie) in Western
Germany & one of thegermaneexamples of puttingthe rising theories into practice.Ruhr’s
ongoing restructuring dates back to the 1980s when extensive coal mining and iron
industries were deemed obsolete in favour of novel alternative and more sustainable

resources.Hence German’s initial economic andeuropean industrial heartland has been

[9]
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transitioning from a decaying industrial environment into a yet-again functioning post
industrial landscape. One of the reclamation agendas introduceshé regional 10year
programme of the International Building Exhibition Emscher Park (Internationale
Bauaustellungenin German). The IBAparticularly addresses Ruhr’s industrial legacy as a
major element for identity re-building instead of being portrayed as anere blameable factor
for the contemporary region’s struggles Innovatively, its central leitmotif is of an
environmental and cultural rather than economic nature Although the main IBA schedule
stretches between the years 1989 and 1999, therban regeneration process is still ongoing
and builds on similar objectives The thesislooks into the evolving reconstruction of Ruhr’s
regional identity as its 1980s gloomy imagefull of social, ecological and economic distresses
gradually transforms into a new blue and green thriving semblanceFurthermore, it
examines the IBA’s intent to build ona powerful historical narrative based on industrial

heritage and its valorisation.

a. research background

T he research participates in the interdisciplinary discourse of recycling post
industrial landscapes, echoing worldwideduring the last decades Post
industrial sites pose major challenges on every level, from environmental sciencesd
engineering to politics and urban planning. It is the society at large that mustandle the
complexity of industrial legacy and determine its reintegration. The more we aim at exploring
the background of industrial consequencesthe larger set of challenges emergeThe
contemporary emergence of industrial heritage builds on a rising 2-st century paradigm
shift within heritage and landscape studies Nevertheless crucial interdisciplinarity
ultimately occurs. The research contribution follows several contemporary themes,
extensively resonating in history and heritage studies practiceg value, obsolescence, and
regional identity. Universally, heritage context in terms of conservation endeavours to find
an appropriate level of commemorating the previous characteristicaand place identity. A
form and degree of prescribed reuse often correspond with the question of authenticity and
various kinds of value.Resilience, in this sense, correlates with something valuahland
obsolescence vice versavith something valuelessReuse and reclamation o landscapeare
believed to reverse the state of obsolescence and potential deci&jowever, we often doubt
the scale of potential contemporary interventions concerning all pesent aspects

(environmental, social, economic, cultural or aesthetic) surrounding us.
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Interestingly, industrial heritage renders a cultural value that the buildes or initial
users have not previously identified A broader perception of industrial heritage on the scale
of cultural landscape additionally pursues a complex network of inputs (materials, human
labour, energy) and outputs (production, waste, values)rhus, the network participates in
the internal and external lives and seldetermination of local communities pervading
identity formation . Hence, the industrial heritage discourse gradually opens up for seminal
inclusive participation with diverse strategies andmeanings Bottom-up engagement begins
to predominate over top-down initiative s, which furthers the present (ritical Heritage
Discourse (CHD)On top of that,@n informed society is the best guarantor of maintaining
E A O E AwgtR0612, 127) Indeed, acollaboration of disciplines brings a major turnover in
understanding the recycling of manufactured(industrial) areas.Furthermore, we propose
the potential of landscape as a valid historical sourcand physical manifestation of change
In this respect,the thesis analyses the relationship betweenthe construction of collective

pasts (industrial heritage) and collective spaces (regional identity).

The global echoing matters within the heritage and landscape contextsare
subsequently implemented and reviewed along the nternational Building Exhibition
Emscher Park developmenin the GermanRuhr region, with a special dedication tdwo chief
post-industrial complexes z Landschaftspark DuisburgNord and Zeche Zollverein The
former solely heavyindustrial region experiencesvarious use andvalue shiftsin its current
de-industrialisation process. The research traces the ongoing transformation from the
depressing industrial image to the presentsupposedlymore sustainable environment along
its forty-year-long process We nowadays recallthe industrial remnants to substantiatea
New Heritage notion, collectively referred to asndustrial heritage. Althoughthe IBA Emscher
Park programme and Ruhr’s transformation process are considerably known worldwide,
less attention has been so far dedicatety the concepts of industrial heritage value and place
identity and their shifts from the heritage studies point of view. Generally, theprogramme’s
social, cultural and political dimensions are studied less than the economic aspgetith less

data to aralyse, especially in the English languag@och 2002, 89)

b. research aim, objectives & questions

T he analysis engages in the global themes wvitalisation, reclamation, reuse
and the conceps$ of industrial heritage and postindustrial landscape The
theories emerge as a rising phenomenowithin the present and future building, heritage and

landscape practicesAs such, lhe thesis aim follows the omnipresent discourse to reflect the

[11]
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potentiality of transformation processes within podndustrial landscapeswhile providing a
continuation of identity, valueand sustainability using the heritage lens Heritage forms a
place identity which is particularly substantial for any transformation and future decision
making procedure.ln addition, heritage, in this sense, explores its various forms of substance
that have been extensively studied since the 1980svith the rise of the heritage studies
discipline. The value comprises the essence athe heritage concept and thus is crucial for
understanding the discipline in generalWe seeit as a part of the sociocultural processes
the contemporary Gritical Heritage Discourse, not merely a quality prescribed to a place ah
taken for granted. The thesisinvestigates how actors (local, regional and national) within a
region selectively produce and utilise their industrial heritage as aubjective dynamic

process in the times opresent de-industrialisation.

The focal point introducesindustrial heritage as a recent point of interest. Besides,
the research considers crucial elements of th@ritical DiscourseAnalysis/ Heritage Discourse
(CDACHD) adopted from OEA O. Ax nili&d &n® ~ay Aob thinking. Inclusion,
intangible and tangible attributes and critical engagement resonate in the postdustrial
heritage development We consider specifically the intangible legacyo support the de
industrialisation transitions into a more resilient future. The focus is put on the precise
nature of what is the exactrelevance ofregional identity and industrial heritage valueand
how they are carried out in the reclamation and revitalisation processes of the derelict post
industrial sites.In this matter, the thesis analyses the concrete posindustrial region of
Ruhrgebiet in Western Germany and, explicitly, its restructuring programme othe IBA
Emscher Park from 1989 to the presentThe research askshe main question, based on the
context of postindustrial landscapes, industrial heritage andregional identity, global

phenomenaintroduced in Chapter 02 and the case study irChapter 03:

O ( T axe industrial heritage value and regional identity manifested in the
10-year post-industrial restructuring process of the International

Building Exhibition Emscher Park in the Ruhr region from 1989 01 O1T AAUe 6

Subsequently, the examinatiorrontinues and is enunciated bywo general and theoreticsub-
guestions, interconnected andrelated to the examination ofpost-industrial ruins and the

physical and intangible evolution alongheir existence

@Vhat doegegional identity indicate along the transformation processes of
the derelictpostET AOOOOEAI |1 AT AOGAAPAOGe o

O 7 E dofemporary heritagechallenges do the regeneration and revitalisation

processes dhe neglected industriaenvironmentA OET Ce 6

[12]
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By looking at thecase study ofRuhrgebietas the largest European posindustrial
region, the researchseeksto answer these sub-questions. The IBA Emscher Park project
depicts one of the first successful transformatiors on a regional level. Hence, we easily
pinpoint its significance inthe heritage-led redevelopment ofthe post-industrial landscape

for any potential future reference.
c. scientific relevance

central concept of sustainability plays a crucial role in thecurrent
A inter /trans disciplinary discourses, pivotally echoing in thelandscapeand
heritage studies disciplines.We believe that interconnected problems of contaminated
industrial regions exceed the pgsible abilities of one discipline. Their demanding complexity
requires scientists, designers, engineers, planners and residents (among others) to
collaborate on their transformation. A revitalisation method of heritage portrays one of the
proper responses to this critical issue. The idea presents a reasonable phenomenon of
utilising what we (as humankind) have already inherited and built ourselves. In other words,
repurposing and giving a new form of life to alreadybuilt structures and urban sites,
especially those in a state of decay or abandonment, invites a more sustainable and
progressing future. Thus, the research engages in the omnipresent discoursawvards post-

industrial revival from the heritage perspective.

Specifically, one type of patmony strikes as a convenient mediatolin the issue of
brownfield reclamationz the urban environment from the relatively recent industrialisation
period since the 19t century. We jointly address it as industrial heritage. During the
transformation process, we follow the identity shifting from a pure working environment to
a protected ensemblg introducing new and rediscovered tangible andintangible (social,
cultural, environmental, ecological) perspectives. The concept of heritagedeintity, and
consequent values constantly evolve and transition according to contemporary social
perceptions.Undeniably, cefined identity vehemently shapes further decision-makingin any
reuse/reclamation process. Hence, understanding the complexity of heritage value
devaluation and revaluation comes as an essential stepdynamic managment. The desired
outcome portrays a honphysical manifestation ofaplace sworth. Moreover, identity heavily
influences the discourses around policy, political, public and organisational contexts of
heritage essence, protection and evolution. Furthermore, the study of identity formation
reveals a complex engagement in thigeritage concept. Whik implementing scientific theory
into real practice, analysing theRuhr and IBA Emscher Parkcase studyprovides an alt

embracing understanding of an experienced regional application.

[13]
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The leitmotif of current research within industrial heritage and landscapes aims at
supporting their reuse, revaluation, considerate maintenance and reintegration intahe
everyday reality of today’s societyrather than solely documenting abandoned and dexyed
structures. There is astrong need for the upcoming decades to address the legacyl®th and
20th-century industrialisation (Kirkwood 2001) . Extensive industrial areas andrownfields
can again fulfil the central role ofegeneration, sustainable development and modernisation
in urban planning. Moreover, the continuation of identity remains presentAcceptance with
inclusive participation, value awareness and shared positive experience form the key
elements of the longrange procesgs and engage in thecontemporary Critical Heritage
Discourse Decay and mutual obsolescence open the horizons of possible opportunity for an
essence and idea transition. It beconsea basis forthe future area and living conditions of
yet-again high value.In addition, post-industrial areas have great potentialto draw on new
opportunities for new and critical thinking towards sustainable philosophyand, additionally,
heritage discipline. Generally, Danish researcher Svava Rie@018) A1l AOOO OEAO OOI ¢
past and present of an industrial landscape and to propose scenarios for its future are not
OAPAOAOA ARN.OWD BcknBwleOge that the past and present define any
transformation process inthe future. In conclusion, the scientific relevance of this research
lies in raising the awareness of all these perspectives mentioned above while understanding

the interconnected concepts and processes throughe real practice and experiace of Ruhr.

d. research methodology & structure

T he thesis emphasisesthe close relations of contemporary universal topics of
interest z industrial heritage, identity and value and the role of
obsolescence/resilience in theregional post-industrial transformation process.It does so by
using the lens of heritage studiesThe definition and demarcation of each of these essential
phenomenabuild atheoretical framework through secondaryqualitative data necessary for
the research’scomplex understanding The primary objectives direct at an exploration of
intangible heritage connotations, values, identity and decay, bound to the specific example of
the post-industrial landscape and its transformationsince the 1980s Therefore, it is not a

mere description ofthe site”sphysical attributes.

The general findings aretherefore examined in oneexemplifying case studyzthe
Ruhr region in Western GermanyThe representative case study choice precisely follows the
main theme d regional identity as theRuhr’sInternational Building Exhibition Emscher Park

project comes as one of the few poshdustrial transformations operating on the regional

[14]
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level. Hence, stakeholderdabel the IBA initiative O !Workshop for the Future of Industrial
2 A C E 1TheDahalysis demonstrates one clear examplef acknowledgng the specific
circumstancesof industrial heritage and post-industrial landscape reclamationleading to
current decision-making. Deductive research with the case study method enablegs to
comprehend industrial heritage value and identity concepts The casestudy method
demonstrates how specific issuesind contextualised knowledgewithin the context of post
industrialism and industrial heritage are nterpreted in practice and reatlife situations. It
thus can contribute to scientific developmentlt is partly inspired by Danish geographeBent

Flyvbjerg and his theoretical assumptions about the positive implementations of a castidy.

Hence, Flyvijerg (2010) ul EOAOOAT 1T U Ai PEAOEOAO OEAO OAAOA E

1 A A OI1(24) @lile learning from and testing theories ona real practical experience
Herein, a type of critical casgRuhrgebief) is chosenthanks to the strategic importance
relating to the general researchpost-industrial landscape, regional identity and industrial
heritage value) The thesis sets the researchriteria from the heritage studies perspectiveas

follows:

e Industrial heritage and its tangible and intangible value form a key partof the present

post-industrial transformation process and more resilient future decision-making.

e The significance of regional identity engages inthe contemporary understanding of

sustainableheritage-led developmentupon building a communityand inclusion.

4EA OAOAAOAE EI BPIAI AT OO A OAOEAOU 1 &

analysis based on desirable findings:irstly, it comprises a systematictheoretical framework
through multiple textual secondary sources. Bmary sources of archival documentation and
representation (photographs, drawings, as well as mappings), particular to &environment,
support the case study examinationin forming the context of its changing meanings.
Comparing historical maps with the existing conditions reveals the visible and extinct
landscape features, giving a rich perspective in understanding chargjever time in the
specific environment. In addition, it provides a collation of technological and architectural
development, pivotal for any industrial legacy Furthermore, archival documentation
demonstrates essential historial traces ofRuhr’seconomy, technology, society, politics and
culture. This is all particularly crucial for defying regional identity and future transformation.
Personal multirlevel analysis to observe the presentlay conditions helps to properly
integrate the knowledge of peviously discovered findings. These methods altogether suggest
an explorative understanding of the area’gjualities and current state The incorporated

photographs use the monochrome colour scheme to emphasise the place’s industrial identity

[15]
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and overall gitty atmosphere. They are acts of communicatiorfDouet 2012, 84) Analysis of
photographs conveys and conduces to a social context and tangible and intangible industrial
heritage.

Subsequently, secondary data with reports, surveys, devoted articles and subject
I OEAT OAA ET OAOOEAxO AEOAT OAO OEA pisemdaolidaAT 6 ET ¢
focus on the value shift (including obsolescence and resilience) and the region’s identity.
Personal interviews by the author capture an essential part of regional identity during the
ethnographical fieldwork. The one-on-one sampling interviews are semi-structured and
strategic, resulting in written records.4 EA AAAEOET T A1 [ AGET A T £ OEAOL
by archaeologist MaryCatherine E. Garden, substantiates a means of exploring the qualities
of aheritage site. It allows for anaterial manifestation and characteristic§identity and sense
of the past) peculiar to the environment and interconnected considering heritage as a
physical place bound to cultural constructgSgrensen and Carman (eds.) 2009Y he essential
perspective recognises all heritage sites asultural landscapesHere,the thesisemploys the
use of landscape evidence, considering all possible aspects and tradésngible and

intangible), both present and vanishedrom the site.

The thesis structure follows the main line ofintangible industrial legacy value and
identity within recycling postindustrial landscapes.Chapter 01§ O) T O O1 foudedéni 1 6 q
research classification and integration into the global discourse within heritage and
landscape studieslt summarises the conceptual and methodological framework within the
scientific relevance.Chapter 02 j I@dustrial Heritage Value and Posindustrial Identity 6 q
introduces designated terms andconcepts viable for the theoretical baseas well asfor
answering the general research subquestions. The specific case study ofhe Ruhr region
represents a neglectedpost-industrial area. The thesis analyseis transformation primarily
since the IBA Esmcher Parkprogramme in 1989 along Chapter 03 ((Das Ruhrgebietd.q
Subsequently, concentrating on two prime industriaflagship sites within the transformation
process, Landschaftspek Duisburg-Nord and ZecheZollverein, allows for better integration
of research contributions and understanding of theoretical knowledgeThe master thesis
finishes with research findings(Chapter 04) to answer the research questionsa discussion
(Chapter 05) and a conclusion (Chapter 06 ).
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Research Structure
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Figure 01.1. Research Structure
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AVe need to recognise thandustry , with its huge buildings, is no longer a
disturbing part in our town/cityscape and in the countryside, bat symbol of
work , a monument of the city, which every citizen should show the stranger with
at least the same amount of pride as their public bulldC O 8 6
(Douet 2012, 201)
Fritz Schupp

Germanarchitect
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industrial heritage value
& post-industrial identity

he chapter introduces the theoretical Gundations underlying the exploration

T of post-industrial transformation s. Firstly, it deals with the general definition
and contemporary demarcationof heritage and its thorough development. The following part
addresses theunderstanding of more-detailed concepts of industrial heritage and landscape
with the evolution of the industrialisation period, which is essential for putting the analysis
into a historical and social context. Along the landscapshaping process, people associate
different place identities and values, which is undeniably vital foany urban development.
This builds another part together with the possible consequences dindustrial) heritage
value decrease and increase resilience, obsolescence and decay. Obsolescence potentially
leads to post-industrial revitalisation or landscape reclamation,which are collectively
reckoned as transformation processed.astly, the ideas behind these practices are examined,
addressing the postindustrial landscape and heritage context as a dynamic social
perspective.Overall, the theoretical backgroundsets the universal stage before presenting

case studywith concretecritical analysis

a.demarcating the definition of heritage

he paradigms within the heritage studies pursue an understanding of a
T complex post-industrial transformation while considering all aspectsduring
adesign processA temporality suggests taking the pastnto the present to be taken care of
for future generations. Or, more controversially, heritage becomesa bridge between our
preferred past andimagined future.( AOAh OEA x1 OA Opakingod@AAd EO
reality of selection resulting in a proclaimed choice of the presengenerations to give
meaning (Harrison 2010, 9). Especially during the 1% century, romantic appeal to the past
dominated people’s fear of actually managing iOn that account Australian researchers
Ashley Paine, SusanHolden and John Macarthur (2020) state that heritage and history
O00PbbPiI OA OEAO OxA OEIAD®I A O/OD RO ARDODOOOE AIPAG GBOAI
Although, this introduces rather a passive reliance on received authority instead afcritical

engagement It sees heritage as an objectivg statedand innate value of something material.

A relatively contemporary perception stands @ the contrary, majorly discussed by

AustralianAOAEAAT 1 1T CEOO , AOOAEAT A 31 EOGE8 Y1 EAO Al
OOAE OEET C (Shih 200d DI iDquestfods the model that heritageactually is an

[21]
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ET OOET OEA OAI OA AAOAA 11 OI AEAAOEOAG AOEOAOE
counternarrative defiesthe notion of WA OO A O1 o (hétiviEials&df\Herit age, termed
authorised heritage discourséAHD), combining the aspects mentioneth the first paragraph.
Theinternational UNESCQ@gencycomes as an utterly disparaged mediator, often witfixed
policies andframeworks. For instance, it does noyet accept intangible heritage for its own
value as itis solely associated with tangible elements. Some authors, predominanflpm the
1950s, put wise to heritage being a marketable product (sedor instance, Ashworth and
Larkham (eds.) 1994) It is closely related to the fact that heritagesvolution is largely
associated with historical monuments and the 19h century preservation. To some exent,
people’s desire to preserve can be attributed to fasthanging and mercurial
industrialisation. Heritage growth supposedly reflects traumas of loss, change and fears of
the future. Thus, we value our heritage the most when a potential loss, decay brdat arises
(Lowenthal 1998). Consequently, he 1960s experienced an attention makeover from

artefacts and buildings to larger ensembles and areas béritage/history interest.

a. 01. new heritage

Smith’scontribution integrates into the universal concept ofNew Heritage(or the
paradigm of transformationcoined by Dutch archaeologist Jan Kolen)propagated in the rise
of heritage studies since the 1980slt does not recall heritage only as a merebject (termed
a monument) but defines it in a broader senses a dynamic process(Kolen 2006). On the
contrary to the selective heritage method comes a persuasion thaverything can be heritage.
(AOEOACA EO Oi1TOA AT i POAEAT OEOGAT U AT A OOOAECGEC
necessity for critical engagement while thinking ovelong-established understandings. Thus,
scholars universally refer to the turnover concept aghe Critical DiscourseAnalysis (CDA,
following the term coined by Smith)or, synonymously, the Qritical Heritage Discourse(CHD).
Heritage is and can be an intangible idea anigeling constantly redefined bythe current
negotiation of valuesO 4 E OO h & dbjodE add\agtn, product and proceggFairclough
2009, 29).! AAEOET T Al 1 Uh OEA xI1 OA O1 Axd AT AO 110 OE¢
practices. It preferably pursues a ceexistence within the dynamic heritage field.Society
tends to identify with regional/local distinctiveness through heritage (Egberts 2017).
Contemporary heritage perception acknowledges a tangible/intangible dichotomy as well as
a question of minor and major storiesand, primarily , a context of it all An individual
subjective contribution to embedded values (both physical and immaterial) and local identity
define the concept’s directionOur orientation now shifts towards sustainability, first termed

in 1985, in the sense of social and environmental respaibility (Council of Europe 2009)
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In contrast to the rooted AHD the CHD assumes that each definition of heritage is
continuous and constantly changing. Thus, the past can be interpreted in many unrelated
ways. The contemporary discourse about value assessment in the ongoing democratisation
process increaseqde la Torre (ed.) 2002, 3) Each individual, in every moment, settles a
constitution of each unique heritage.According to the CHD/CDA, timans should regard
heritage as a presententred dynamic expression of societal values where thpast and
future interact to form acultural change. This makes it ime-specific subjective concept. On
top of that, relatively problematic when we consider that one chooses from a variety of pasts
and the selection itself thus naturally closes the doomtparity and inclusion. When someone
selectsa certain heritage, it automatically disinherits someone elsé?resent desirescompose
aprocessthrough which we attribute the stipulated values and determine to which degrea
particular site, building or landscape is recognised adiniqued / OAOAT 1 h EAOEOAC!/
bolster social compactness through the construction of concepts such as origin, identity and
morals (Harrison 2010). It is also important to note that the modern understanding of
heritage (CDAor CHDQ OAAT CT1 EOAO OEAO OA&I O AnéA©alsobrAEAAO |
ET OAT CEAI A EAOE OA ¢ AHa@ideri2010,18). AréhneOtaral Aisintiad Milks E O 6
Glendinning (2013) BT E1 00 1 00 OEAO OEAOEOACA EO 110 Ofi.
always been] O E AD Aderé, westress the particular emphasis on identity ancheritage
values alongwith the critical understanding as a response to rising nationalism, globalisation
but also deindustrialisation of the last sixty years. Simultaneously, we follow an ongoing
phenomenon oftrans/ interdisciplinarity in academia and practice especially in the last two

decaces. Thus, the heritage conceptnowadaysaims to be an asset foany planning process.

b. what is reckoned as
industrial heritage & landscape

T he previous part introducesthe term heritage as necessary for contemporary
definition . Here, we ultimately deal with one specific division of the collective
heritage scape a patrimony coming from the recent industrialisation epoch.The industrial
heritage conceptnowadays widelyechoes, particularlyin architecture and urbanplanning. It
is a complex assortment of places, people, practices and process@3ouet 2012).
Industrialisation heavily continues toaffect the urban landscape and has tremendously done
so forthe last300 years.lt markedly influencesthe landscapeevolution throughout its whole
temporality, from the past, through the present into the future.Every temporary input
creates a secalled palimpsest wth various identities, values and uses cumulatedn each

other. Additionally, in her book, researcher Anna Storm (2014) argues that the
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interconnection of these layers igrucial for understanding the generalheritage concept(4).
The industrial landscapes may seem relatively novel, although thejften hide the previous
layers of agriculture and villages or, from time to timegther prior forms of their appearance.
Initially, an industrial setting’s essencés not to depict aesthetic and historically meaningful
traces or to be cherished for future generations. It solely resporsdo contemporary requests.
Accordingly, humankind and its morality choose to commemorate the@rumbs6 of the

industrialisation period as part of present-day development.

b. 01. from industrialisation to de -industrialisation

We roughly categorise the industrialisation period into three larger subgroups
marked by an imposing reversal withsubsequent developmentAltogether, Western society
setsan utter cradle of industrial progress into the middle of the 18h century. The capitalist
revolution converts all aspects of human existence with both positive and negative influence
and undeniably a higher level of change than any lér epoch in human history.

Industrialisation suddenly becomesthe main engine of national economietDouet 2012).On

that account, British historian Neil CossonsA OCOA O OEAO OOEA 1 OECET O

I A

firstgreat C1 T AAT Al PEOAh OOAT A xEOE OET OdietkoR, AT AEAT

15). Primarily three industrial factors pushed the first wave forwardz textile, steam and iron
casting (majorly impacting the construction industry). Naturally, urban expansion heavily
transitioned the landscapésappearance Yet the industrial units of that time creag¢d isolated
islands far from the urbanised spots.Thus, holars often imputed blame to the rise of
industrial society in evoking acertain loss of communal memory and identityhat hasstayed

apparent until nowadays(Wicke, Berger aad Golombek 2018)

Society and its evolution have progressed quicker than expected, especially
following the last 150 years A traditional rural community rapidly transitioned into a
(modern) industrial association(Douet 2012). This period marked the second wave of the
ongoing revolution, roughly from the 1850s Material and transport innovations (automotive,
coal, steel, reinforced concrete) determined the industrial complexes tanove closer tothe
vicinity of larger cities and urbanised territories, often forming dfiliated industrial districts .
Landscapes worldwide experienced extensive transitions with new settlements around
industries, transportation routes, exploitation of reurces and extraction of materials

(Chatzi Rodopoulou 2020) Swift changes set the progressing pace for another century.

Though until the 1950s, agriculture still took a great position in the mass society’s existence.

In copingwith the Prussian era’s fragmented political and social issue§ermanyspecifically

experienced late though rapid outset after the 180s.
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An apparent decline in traditional industries came rather quickly after the two
World Wars. Consequently, darge number of facilities fell into decay, sometimes leaving the
ensembles abandoned only after several decades.The industrial decline leading to
abandonment and obsolesence could be perceived as equally disastrots its praising rise.
Some saw industrial activity destroying natural order in landscape and social establishment
(Trinder 1982). It assumed that the planet coulchave absorbed any desired human action.
Overall, the industrial revolution changed human’s relationship with the planet and nature.
Up to today, the deindustrialisation developmenthas moved mass production (industries)
outside the Western world (Western and Eastern parts being divided according to the
sociological dichotomy).Local emphasis on smallewwolume production substituted global
mass automation for its ability to adapt fasterThe urban transition has thus left behind
extensive redundant industrial areasand, for instance as in the case of Germany, whole
deteriorating regions suffeling from depopulation, unemployment and poverty ratesSince
the 1980s, political debatedn Western countries have focused on class hierarchy following
de-industrialisation and the coal industry decline(Harrison 2010). Indeed,humankind’s duty
fell upon necessary regeneration after fully squeezing all possible resources out of the
industrial development during the two previous waves.Moreover, anew form of society

emerged along the processwith agreater comeback of community binding.

b. 02. industrial heritage

The idea ofindustrial heritage emergedas a subject of concern chiefly in the 1970s
and 80s following a rapid increasein material and fuel costsand the 1973 oil crisis(Cakir
and Edis 2022) Nowadays, we endeavour to address the legacy and validity of thedustrial
Revolution. It is only after industries come to an enthat a phoenix inthe form of industrial
heritage rises fromthe ashes.However,we do not particularly recogniseindustrial sites for
mere aesthetic values Hence the idea of heritage broadensin the sense of the ED.

Altogether, suchoccurrences substantially shift the previous graspf heritage studies. Time

and context become OEA | AEIT OAOEAAI AO EI Al T OOAOO O

(

OET OACOEOUS OACAOAA A anBithe AHBoked 2002017 H Chaiiggtand A OE O A (

adaptation fundamentally accompany the meaning and future intdions of industrial
heritage. Clearly,a relation between the instituted technological sequences and processes
andthe industrial remnants reveals a proper understanding of its context, form and function
(Palmer and Neaverson 1998) Essentially, ndustrial heritage portrays a difficult and

contestedtype. One can be grateful for its positive impacts on presewfay conditions and

identity preservationh 11 1T AOEAT AOO OEO OEAT EAOI 1 AOGAO Oi
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(Trinder 1982, 2). Although, the industrial past is still a lived experience for manyHere,
while implying the term heritage, we consider a broader gbstance of its raison détre with a
variety of tangible but also intangible values, experiences and feelings following the
CDA/CHDPeople suddenly realise that thédentity tracks bounded with former workspaces
mean something. To the extent that industrial heritage revival instead of dismargiment

emerges.

Its image shifts from an ugly duck full of loss and despair to a prideful secular
sanctuary of modernity (Berger and Wicke 2014) The leftover structures incorporate
production buildings (factories, mills, warehouses) and connecte® O1T AEAT bR OEOE OE.
environment (housing, educational), transportation, infrastructure, machinery and their
surrounding area (environment/landscape). The first representative of industrial heritage
appeared on the World Heritage Lisby UNESCGQOn 1978 (Harrison 2010). The event elicits
many turns in heritage development to come when placing the Wieliczka Salt Mine in Poland
next to global icons such as the Acropolis, Stonehengaer Great Wall. Thus, nhdustrial
monuments and their symbolic significance begin to be dig&cOT AA A OAT ET OEA
heritage. It also suggests a pervading closure of the industrial activity epoch. Generally,
industrial legacy becomes an essential part of cultural heritage witta value of historical,
technological, social, architecturahnd scientific nature (The International Committee for the
Conservation of the Industrial Heritage July 2003) Striking specifications surround its
cultural patrimony, making it rather complex, with its technical intricacy, social autribution,
scale and magnitude, economic weight ofrom the time-to-time inclement atmosphere.
Industrial heritage undeniably challenges traditional conceptsas it showsthe potential of
being a subject for study not only by specialists but by the broad@ublic. The attention has
shifted from simple maintenance of the industrial monuments irthe landscape to the whole
context (tangible and intangible) of industrial structures (Palmer and Neaverson 1998)
Albeit, dong the process,industry idealisation undeniably heavily marks the industrial

heritage acceptance in today’s worldHo6fer and Vicenzotti 2013, 500)

b. 03. post-industrial landscape

The global paradigm could be altogether regarded as what Danish landscape
architect Ellen Braae (2015) terms as recycling postindustrial landscapes Industrial
landscapescreate a fundamental part of brownfield terminology. It determines previously
developed urban territories that gradually become derelict due to miscellaneous agents,
unwittingly reaching a state of decay and obsolescenc&enerally, abrownfield delineates a

contaminated site by human activity.lts subsequent effective ufisation and reclamation
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depend solely ona preceding regeneration process.Our shifting perspective employs

brownfields asan immediate valuable resource foraregion’s changing futureand economic

redevelopmentthrough urban renewal. Brownfields are defined by their present conditions

Dutch researchersFrits Gierstberg and Bas Vroeg€1992) talk about the brownfield as

OPOI AAAT U OEA 11 00 ro@APORANTT ADAAT DEAOGPXxBO | AEAOA

Al Ai DbEAOGEA EOI AT ET OAOOAT OET 1 h@ACAET EAO £011
Understanding the complexity of industrial production isvital to comprehend an

area’s identity and core meaning which is substantially crucial for its reintegration.

Therefore, regeneration suggests no common pattern for allndustrial landscapesdiversify

in nature, scale, location and extent of environmental degradatioWe bear in mind that

Of ATU ET AOOOOEAO AOA &O01T AAT AT OAT 1T U OOAT GEAT O

survive are not necessarily representative of what occurred during thenost significant

DAOGET AO 1T £ EIT (BdD& POXE ) In additidnhEtide Eeryitboment and eventsare

vehemently influenced by landownership (economic valuend property boundaries) and

established policies(Trinder 1982). Indeed, nen are the main actors in its shaping and

reshaping. Post-industrial landscapesas a whole still lack a broader understanding and

ET Al OOET 1T ET OEA O ££EAEAI &6 OOAOGAI AT 6O 1T &£ 1 AC!

industrial heritage (ensembles, edifices, transport structures). Herein, landscape

comprehends much more than glitary buildings or artefacts but also forms the most fragile

remains of the erstwhile industry.

When dealing withindustrial legacy, the first steps lead to acceptance. The second

awareness calls for a transition of human perception since common knowledglargely

recognisesa decayed landscapeas of little to no value and forlorn identity. Indisputably,

contemporary economic and ecological issues pose great challenges upenlamation. The

areas are often reckoned as no longer feasible in the current dledustrialisation with a
product-oriented economy. Braae (2015) claims that precisely industrial artefacfsalong

with their surroundings, can becomea new cultural heritage of contemporary and future

generations and their formations. Determining different kinds of value assesses to what

extent industrial regions can do so.The Faro Convention (the Council of Europe treaty)

(2005) defines cultural heritage AO OA CO1T 0P 1T &£ OAOI OOAAO EIT EAOI
people identify, independently of owneship, as a reflection and expression of their

AT T OOAT 61U AOI T OET C OAl OAOR (QAIA thi SerEd fthe teiimi x| AAC.
OA OA OUA A Udbethéek throughbd the ideology04 EAU AOA AT AAAAAA ET 1
culture and thus in our culttOA T £ OAI RBiadk Q0l3, AAHEA AOOAT AA OA A&l
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Al O T &£ O1 AEAOUSBh OEOO OEAU AO1 A entotyo(Bxda®E AO |
2015, 12). Overall, Germangeographers are consideredhe first to intellectually integrate a

dynamic viewing of industrial I AT A O A Arbafea WhAs® morphology can be studied and

AT Al YmbdeA2D12, 49)

b. 04. industrial archaeology

The term industrial archaeology introduced in 1955 by British archaeologist
Michael Rix covers all multidisciplinary , international research within heritage resulting
from the industrial culture. Its boom isassociated with recording and presering particularly
British yet unexplored industrial heritage in times of rapid urban redevelopment and
destruction. It addressesnvhat we can essentially learn as humankind from industrialisation
while using various methods to appropriately understand the industrial past and avoid
former parochialism (Palmer and Neaverson 1998)Although initially, the focus was mainly
on tangible character.The 2003 Nizhny Tagil Charter For The Industrial Heritage(the first
widely recognised international guideling see Apendix), published by The International
Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage(TICCIH) gives a precise
definition:

O0) 1 AODOOOEAT AOAEAAT 11 CU Bfdyidgial thel e@deizd EOAEDI ET
material and immaterial, of documents, artefacts, stratigraphy and structures, human

settlements and natural and urban landscapes, createddfoA U ET AOOOOEAT DHOT A/

The voluntary TICCIH Committee (founded in 1973 as a part ofthe ICOMO$
CAT AOAT T U AOOAATI EGEAO EOO HOODPI OA 001 OOO6AUN
ET AOOOOERJIu& COARIK)ITd avoid a solemn attribution of industrial archaeology
to the concept othe AHD'SOEAOEOACA AT T OROBHADP EBlnfPaddr(@asAT - AO
emphasises its complex studyingvith all its contributions. These involve social and cultural
developments of the industrial epoch, production, waste, landscape transformationand sites
and complexes of various scales and use€onsequently, a researcher in industrial
archaeology Barrie Trinder, Al AOOO OEAO OOEAOA Elnking ofithhAA £l O
DOl AAOGO T £ ET AOOOOEAI EOAQCET T 8h &I O ETT1 OAOGEOA
AT 1 ECEOAT HDoget 2012A28) Udidersally, industrial heritage relies m studying
various outlooks (labour, geography, sociology, technology, construction) and is thus a

complex field of knowledge.
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c. what does regional identity tackle

I ndustrial sculptures surrounded by anidle landscapetend to constitute a strong
character. Their symbolic meaningoften influences the perception of a whole
ensemble/area/region. Consequently, dierse feelings emerge, be it fascination, fear or
memory. And so, a plac€'s industrial uniqueness frequently supplements an intense

impression.

c. 01. heritage and identity

Special and multiple identities, characters and spirits always definem@ace Indeed,
meanings valuesand histories prescribed by people () make a place something more than a
point. Personal and cultural identity is bound up withit (Tilley 1994). Knowledge of place
comes from human experiences, feelings and thoughts, as everything intenés inits specific
identity. In heritage, t is exactly through the place thathe past is made presen{Macdonald
2013). English archaeologistGraham Fairclough(2009) talks about the place as a local
cultural product, as it is heritage for both residents and visitor(Cultural) heritage forms one
reliant component and resource in identity building and place planning. It enables an
understanding of certain history and site evolution.Heritage ideology generally assumes,
among all, to commemoratethe cultural identity of its ancestors.However, a place’s unigue
entity or ODAOOT lisAbtEs@iit dout rather a dynamic social process continually
reproduced like heritage. Hence placeidentity is created in a particular contextSpecifically,
it is the social value aspecthat contains identity and place attachmentOf ( AOEOACAY
created byand in turn shapes, the sense of locality based on the uniqueness of local place
identitiesd (Ashworth and Larkham (eds.) 1994, 19) It follows that individuals and
communities define identity in competition and conflict with others. This notion had globally
come to the prevailing fore after WWII when the far of change occurredSimilarly, the
concept of place has risen after the 1980s as a contrasting response to the lack of place
declaration in postwar urban planning and forced individualisation (Riesto 2018).
Contemporary societies use heritage in thdre-)creation and management of collective
identities, senses of belonging, and place representations from a global to an individual scale.
Certainly, somevigilance comes with unintentional or intensified marketing, using identity

(as well as heritage) as a mer#ool for place commercialisation.

c. 02. region and identity

EO

4EA ET OAOCATT T HAORCEId AATBORTEAAT OEOUG Al AT AE

retrograde concept revived circa three decades ag&gberts 2017, 2) (Regional) identity is
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closely bound with an idea ofcommunity. Its evolution shifted from the 19th-century focus

on rather exclusive regionalism (with dominating regional political identity) to the 20th-

century objective of asociety or masssocialism. New nation-states emergedowards the end

of the 19h century, building on new (sometimes forced) identities and nationalistic

ideologies. The natonO OAOA OADOAOAT OAGEOGAO 1T £OAT OET OAT O,
identities and manipulatedthem for national purposes according to the AHD presumptions.

The current tendencies(reviving in Germany since the 1980s) experience a community

return in a more inclusive sensdo, among other thingspursue feelings of securityfor an

individual . However, it was not until the 1960sthat the contemporary identity concept began

to progress. Its importance in these times responds to globalisation,
individualism/ capitalism and nationalistic conceptiors (Hobsbawm 1996). Consequently,
de-industrialisation threatens with social loss. People nowadays essentialise identities as

gualities of landscape#regions. Thus, region becomes a social construct rather thama

territory. Yet, we acknowledge that personal identities play an equal role in identity building

Aunifying conception of, in its nature, multifacetedegional identity (as national identity) can

sometimes be misleading or somewhat conflictingvhen we appracharegion asa unitary

social object.On that accountBritish historian Eric Hobsbawm(1996) OOAOA G OEAO Oi O
identitiesi EA AAEET A AOAT r QWEE Ih thid respectEDuicH r€sdarcheE O U 6
Christian Wicke (2018) reasons thatOO1 OEI AOAT UR ET OEA OAI A OACEI
one regional identity, which not only is dependent on the internal complexities but also on

OEA OACEITT]0O0 Ai AAAAAAT AGO ET & OEA TH@POEITTAI R
Multiple identities and heritages define a singular placend place identity isindeed plural.

c. 03. industry and identity

We recognise he 1960s decline of industrial regions to have engendered a sincere

interest in the pastand haveraised uncertainty in creative professons. Tracing its awareness

leads to mingling and communication with the idea oNew Heritage (CDA/CHD) and an

overall emphasis onthe intangible local legacy.As with the industrial heritage concept, a

present shift perceivesworking -classidentity as something to cherishand be proud of.It also

suggests quite an un or little -explored area of interest, particularly when it comes to
interdisciplinarity. The universal focus onregion develops as a response to urbanisation

(humankind losing asense of placepnd, for the most part, industrialisation(Egberts 2017,

9). Thusregional identity and (post) industrial landscape meet and arenowadays often

discussed together in academic discourse® 4 EA DPAOO EAO 11 AA ACAET |

ATATAT O 1T £ PAOOI T Al (Advdkmark Tahdl Miey Qdi) A201E Adr] OEOU S
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Industrial leftovers, today possibly consideA A O1 1 1 ,&tie dpitataBpecific site, region

andAT O1 6ous | £#0AO EOI ATj O AAPAOOOOAR OEAU OOAAA
AU OEOOOA 1T £ OEADdudtR@AA A0) The TICEIHQME) Gehddalidesdthe

EAAAhR OOAOET ¢ OE Adddertif, Gedottitand ratécOtiendustiial réntaihsd

OEAO EO xAT OO0 O1 bOA O@B) Obekeforkinustiathériéagebecaies AOAOET
a part of the regional identity and oKarl Marx andFriedrich %1 CA1J O OOA1 AGET 1 O 1 ¢
concept (n 19th-century materialism), where social relationships are counted upon people’s

survival, production and reproduction in their means of life(Douet 2012, 142)

The identity of ruinous industrial complexes often used to be overlookedBesides
obsolescence and decay, another reasaras the difficulty in findin gmemories and intangible
heritage bound tothe place’s industrial history when the bearer of their existencgpeople)
has deserted.On that account, Braag2015) remarked OEAO O8 OEA AUT Ai EA N
1 AT AGAAPA EAOA AAAT OEA AAT OOA 1T &£ OAT AxAA AOOA
(78). Certainly, a threat toan original communal binding appearswhen the industry leaves
Interestingly, Polish sociologist Zygmunt Bauman(1996) argues whether we notice the
identity conceptA A EAAOOODABAOAO EOO AE OA@AsAAeloMA T O |
of Minerva only flies at dusk anddentity as such emerge only with its departure. 0) AAT OEOU
is a critical projection of what is demanded and/or sought upon what is; or, more exactly still,

AT T AT ENOA AOOGAOOEITT 1T £ OEA EIl ABadnmad®rpsU9)l O ET Al
Thus, the real issue is hitherto not how to build identitybut rather how to preserve it. This

phenomenon appears to be particularly true for posindustrial landscapes.

Acknowledging a siteor regiopn A0 A OD AT BABO Dddidagarchitect
Peter Eisenman’glesignconceptualisationfrom the 1980s, suggests a set of historical layers
and identities comprised of various areal aspects. Their juxtaposition is crucial as history is
not, in this sense, seen as a mere linear notidut a combination ofpast and present notions.
Thus, we analysethe site from multiple intervening vantage points (Kirkwood 2001).
Specifically, a notion of layered landscape recognises various traces in a web of multiple
temporalities (Kolen, Renes and Hermans (eds.) 2015Pn top of that, with postindustrial
areas we deal with the socalled cultural landscapes a phenomenon in its essence truly
significant and reflective of specific techniques of land use Ipeople. Humans have a key role
in understanding and making landscapes as they always leave a personal impriReople’s
AOOT AEAGET T x EOE h&itdde AsNalvdys spEcifi@lly ibquEdAtd the exact
location, creating a mutual relationshipgbetweenthem andthe environment (Harrison 2010).
Landscapes reveal an informative comprehension of the environment’s state of abtions,

which is nevertheless always evolvingThey are the tangible manifestations of change.
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Accordingly, as do heritage studies through the CHD/CDA, landscape studies acknowledge

that the intrinsic qualities are not merely embodied in the landscape, as they are conferred

Opi 1 OEAI Au OT AEAOGU ET AOGAOU i1 inktivéneritage EOO A¢
I AT AGAAPAO AOA AT AOOAT OEAIT A{ashedrth akd LarknbvE A OAOU
(eds.) 1994, 135) therefore, they constitute the very part of regional and national identity.

O, AT A OA drdel allBatutafand human systems and thus operates as a framework of

AUT AT EA ET OAOAADAT AAT AE A @liedinked and Bidlingfeds) RO1A AT A E
33). Ultimately, uniqueness is bound to each site in everyopsible aspectand thus the
circumstances, environment, identity and values are unrepeatabl@herefore, the solutions

and potential threats for reclamation and reuseportray sui generis evaluation as wellAs

defined by the Nizhny Tagil Charte2003), the significance of arindustrial placeembodies

historical, technological, social, architectural or scientific value. While assessintpe

significance, one of the requirements igxamining the overall context to recognise and define

the identity. Different levels of significance accompany diverse features or characteristics of

the site z for the industrial heritage, they are primarily the landscape elementsa strategy of

technology, the built environment, structures, documents and intangible assmtions.

Furthermore, German OAOAAOAEAO 711 £ACAT C wAAOO 11 OAO OE/
industrial regions is to have any chance at all, it must relgn people. This is why it is of

primary importance in this age of globalisatonOT DOAOAOOA O®dQERIIAT EAAT
204).

d. the 20-th century contemporary themes of
resilience & obsolescence to heritage connotations

General belief suggests that whermn environment is not capableof adapting
to environmental, social, economic or political modifications, it falls into
obsolescencand decay In this sense, alayer of patina portrays a static picture ofits

pervasion.

d. 01. resilience

Although how to handle such achange in value? A degree of unpredictable
circumstancesalways comes alonga creative practice. Moreover, the uncertainty intensifies
when we consider the constant ephemerality othe industrial landscapeand rapid shifts in
appearance, appreciation and useA contemporary demand is placed upon the existing
building stock to be more efficient as well as resilientPrimarily a physical attribute of the

resilienceconcepthad evolved until the 1970s, mainly favouring conditions of the tangible
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properties of an examined objec{Merrill and Giamarelos 2019) Only after this period did
scholars focus on its immaterialvalue within the contemporary AHD-CHD transition In this
sense, resistance is regarded as system’scapacity to withstand change while retaining its
identity (Plieninger and Bieling (ed.) 2012). Hence, heritageand identity easily become a
tool for resistance.Interestingly, some literature on change theoriesisesthe contradictory
term of temporal resilience putting the overall assumption of the resilience concept contra to

presumedeternity.

d. 02. obsolescence

Acomprehensiveexamination and idea obbsolescencemergesalongthe decayand
contra to the resilienceechoes Generallyand naturally, when a thing loses value (here, we
interpret any kind of value), it becomes obsoleteSeveral factors contributeto the process
through different time lapses.Pure decay forms an incontestable portion of the landscape
layers. It allows a rgid change in an area’s semblance, let alone when left at the mercy of
nature. Interestingly enough, Dutch researchers André Thomsen and Kees van der Flier
(2011) AOOT AEAOA 1T AOT 1 AGAAT AA x E OBByGankastxcured O OAOO
notions contend that its proper understanding requires an appreciation of circumstances.
O/ AOT 1 AGAAT AA OAAAEAO OO OEAO MEOAI Axi1 OEO 1T £ A
(Abramson 2020, 39)
First, the obsolescene conceptwithin creative professionsdescribed the economic
devaluation of skyscrapersduring financial decay in the 191@. Therefore, it suggestedan
overriding connection with economic value and hadessto do with heritage or history. The
idea later broadened to larger scales of urban obsolescencdandscapes.n both cases, it
initially hit the universal reality of denial, ultimately present until the 1950s, with everyone
fighting for resilience (Abramson 2020). Even nowadays,society is concerned about
obsolescence due to its particular and constant relation to economic valaad temporality.
On that account, authors Stephen Cairns and Jane M. Ja¢@B%4) fearlessly introducedecay
j T O OAAAOEOQ AO Oi i AGEET ¢ ET A QE Gdekts duestod O1 E £A
whether some sort of decay should perhapbe protected in an amassed ollection of the
area’s resilient layers(Braae 2015). Thus, it evolves as something to celebrate and welcome
rather than fear or fight against. Decay, although negatively connotated within today’s
society,is as life-giving asit is life-taking. By all meansijt indicates change andhe passing of
time. Nonetheless it proposes novel (fresh) ideas, alternatives and lives and givesay to
something @ther.6English researcher Sally Stoné2020) notes that obsoletecharacteristics
embracethe possibility of being exploited.And precisely, transformation processes (reuse,

revitalisation, reclamation) allow for arevaluation of obsolete structures.
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d. 03. appreciation of ruins

We associate an ongoing phase of decay with the termin. It substantiates a
moment when an object passes into alecayedstate asa sign of obsolescencd’eoplehave
encountered the dogma of ruinsin relatively recent history (500-600 years), finding
unforeseen value in its process and aesthetic¥hrough their complex relationship with
ruins, humans search for personal and collective identies (Oevermann and Mieg (eds.)
2015). When analysing its substance, weealise OEAO OA AOI O 1T £ OOET O A«
selected relics with particular values or significancé (Braae 2015, 174) Ruins portray an
individual type of aesthetics in its essencand, such as value, can be and are subjecti@e4 E A
OOET AOAAOAO OEA bO&kd D11A3D bs dbegkhedtagd@idréd)) 1 E £A O
German sociologist Georg Simme([1911) interestingly puts the ruin (speaking only of
buildings) in peace between the forces of nature and human beingd% OA OU OOET ¢ EOY
infused with our [humans’] nostalgia; for now OEA AAAAU ADPBPAAOO AO 1 A
(Simmel 1911, 125) Therefore, gpreciation of ruins and obsolescenceequires usto learn
to accept temporality and focus on time and the life/death cycle. Some argue that ruin
demonstrates resistance to time’s destructive forceand enables us to look from the present
into the future. A fine line between obsolescence and ruin exists while it puts ruin into the
DIl OEOQEIT 1T &£ O11 6 OEA ielireskehinglyietRritagsbdiabodiitd AT A
ownvanty AOO AO AOEAAT AA 1 (@&irmA &nd fatoBsQ@E173) x1 OOEG
On that accountAustrian art historian Alois Riegl(1996) defines two implicit values
- of age anl history - associated with monuments initially constructed for purposes other
than commemoration (70). Age value discusses permaneneynd emotions(and goes against
the AHD monumental preservation) historical is more scientific and addressesestimony.
Historical value transforms to age value with timeThe cultural phenomenon of assigning
value differentiates two contrasting but mingling perspectives of debris versus treasure.
Riegl connects both to decay anchiefly to its consequential physical attributez patina. Thus,
the kernel of ruin lies in our subjective (re-) evaluation rather than its mere existenceEven
OET OCE 2EACI AAOGAO EEO EAATTT CU 1 1ThéMdodeii AT OO j
CutoE -1 101 AT 66oqgh AT 1T OAi pT OAOU ET AOOOOEAIT OAI T

d. 04. industrial ruins

In his book Industrial Ruing Professor Tim Edensor(2005) invites the productive
reuse of postindustrial environments into alternative urban spaces. He places the value of

ruin and decay upon liberty, playfulness and creative freedom and elevates its
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unpredictability. Especially when considering industial scenery, layers of rustoftentimes
resemble something worth exploring. The same aspect of freedom applies tthe ruin’s
economic reintegration. Humankind has endeavoured to gradually learn to address
corrosion and decay as they are permanent and persistent. Ultimately, deterioration can

never be fully avertedMoreoverh ET AOOOOEAI EAOEOACA AANOEOAO
of time and history itself (Douet 2012).

The industrial revolution and its topographical reshaping notably bequeath a
significant number of ruinous materials that no other historical epoch has hitherto don&.he
scale of ruinous industrial landscapes arises as an ungadleled challenging matter for the
design professions. And as a vanguard, so do the relatively fast paces of decay and
obsolescence when considering the short emergence of the industrial environment
compared to other built environments and topographiesTheir authentic appearance and
symbolic/phenomenological meaning force a Western paradigm shift in understanding
major ethical directions of aesthetics, value assessmeand preservation. It is happening to
this day, considerably formingthe novel epoch ofde-industrialisation. Consequently, a
initial purpose of production and service slowly transitions into a monumental Gartistic &
perception.

e. how does value influence
the perspective decision -making

W e strive for a symbiosis of different kinds ofvalue when it comes to value
assessment. Aesthetic, historical, communal or economic impulsefay a

significant role, and their interaction always results in complex, sometimes ambiguous

decisioni AEET ¢8 O0) O EO Al AAO OEAOI AT AOI ARPPOAAAAET

(Thompson 1979, 97) The heritage conception discussesdritage value since the beginning
Heritage expertsdefine value as a set ofositive characteristics or qualities within cultural
objects or sitesthat an individual or a group discerned. Universally, @here is no heritage
xEOET 00 A O (d®IdTovkd (edP200201A)Fhe valueof society’s collective memory

is claimed to be a general responsibilityand is ethereal and inexpressibléStone 2020). After

all, value substantiates the heritage essence and aims to result in mutual agreement on what
is of value. It constitutes the interim (!) starting point in any decisionmaking process.Thus,
although it is an everevolving and subjectivemethod, many scholars of the 20 and 21st

centuriesintend to identify, order and categorise (heritage) values.
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e. 01. value: from the AHD to CHD

Precisely utilisation determines a particular value matrix as a prominent key in
today’s heritage handlingGenerally, humansdefine diverse kinds of valuewithin a common
typology to present a sufficient outlook. The elementary typology divides main value
categories into economi¢ ecological and sociocultural (historical, artistic, educational,
aesthetic, spiritual) (de la Torre (ed.) 2002) However, oneof the many issues of value
assessment insinuateshat the resultis not necessarily objective or collective. Value does not
come as something inherenta former AHD assumption) humansalways prescribe it within
particular determinations of contemporary society(the CHDB O! i 1 A OI OOOAO ET OE
AEOOET AOET T AAOxAAT O EThomPsar 1078 &) eveh though Bulnar® A1 OA1T A
value different things and, above all, value the same things differently. Thus, the critedan
frequently appear fragile and highly vigorous, responding only to the current perspectives of
society. Smith (2006) argues that all heritageand criteria should be constantly reevaluated
and examined by current social needs and practicedt is also stated by the 2005 Faro
Convention and the Council of Europe) T T OEAO x1T OAOh OAT 1T OAI BT OA(
inform the interpretation of the pasto(Stone 2020, 33) And the importance of understanding
context isyet againcrucial. More than twenty years agoAmerican researchers from the Getty
Conservation Institute pointed to the omnipresent issuesin assessing cultural values while
conducting heritage-led research. Thesavere primarily (01) the deficiency in knowledge and
(02) acceptance of methodologies for the assessmerds well as (03) obstacles when
impartially comparing economic and cultural vales. They alerted that we should have
welcomed and cherished compromises inevitable trade-offs, and respectful and meaningful
gatherings of various values to acknowledge the appropriate democratisation within the
heritage field. Eventually, )AT OA EO &I Of AA ET OERehbhPodde)i £ EAA
2002, 8).

e. 02. industrial heritage value

The landscape comes as man-made commodity that is layered, shared and used
for values. Herethe 20th-century somersaults in theories give rise to an ascertainmerihat
every landscape possesses cultural valugGierstberg and Vroege (eds.) 1992)
Industrialisation gave rise to a new kind of urbanised geographical landscape. Altogether,
industrial heritage sometimesbuilds onthe universal value of industrial evidencerather than
individual sites” solitary worth and uniqgueness.We can observe quick value transition from
a working environment to present cultural meaning not necessarily retained in the

beginning. It brings awhole meaning shift not perceived bythe initial builders or users.
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Trinder (1982) dates back theuniversal disinterest and disgust of industry inside the back
then-cultivated society in the 1830s. Ultimately, the yetagain raising awareness and
appreciation of industrial history spread around the 1960s.Today, we majorly consider
industrial structures to portray the icons of a pioneering industrial past, contrasting the
primary solely functional characteristic. Furthermore, their token switchover establishes a
symbol of changing human relationshipsn the present day It is precisdy the social value
that goes aboveall other types (aesthetic, historical or environmental), thus distinguishing
industrial heritage from other legacycategories.Postindustrial landscapes certainly form an
interesting paradigm in the evaluation studes since their cultural, environmental and
heritage values have broken out quite recentlyThe transition from something valueless to
valuablehasexperienced several somersaults since the 1980&Palmer and Neaversori998).
Thus, public awareness is still quite fresh, allowing the global discourse to be flexibly

reshaped.

Consequently, its social and cultural valuappearsdifficult to capture, particularly
iT OEA O1 £mEeAdgidlatuie. TheAiedthleégal prdfection of industrial heritage
originated in the 1960son British islands, as didthe Industrial Revolution. Nonetheless, its
expression consequently becomemore powerful and emotional. Conservation of industrial
heritage particularly longs foran ineradicable link between generationgo identify with and
respect the past character. It requires community consciousness in relation tathe former
working environment and livelihood. . T x AAAUOh OOEA OAI OA 1T £ EAAD
[industrial] structures is well recognised and understood and includes issues of regional
EAAT OEOUR AATTT T EA AAOGAITT BI AT Oh 1 AEQBEo&dt OOET T A
2012, 118). Furthermore, @he essential feature of industrial heritage is a productive process
OAAT E1T EOO DOl PAO @moukARH2, Ad2ithereford Arthitediural, OA @06
urbanistic or landscape values accordinglplay a minor role.Testimonial value (working and
social life) becomes equally or more cardinal thathe intrinsic value of age, aesthetics and
authenticity . More often than lessjndustrial heritage does not appear aesthetically pleasing
1O OI1 A AMITAOCEEA RIAGBOITATITA.bGDEI@IUsidn] t portrays the

legacytype in the CHD objectivessometimes lackng intrinsic characteristics.

f. what does transformation hold
for the future of post-industrial landscapes

T he Western world has noticed a gradual decline ithe day-to-day utilisation of

industrial premises since the 1960s. Here, an emphasis ongeographical
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demarcation suggestghe unstartling quick transfer from the Western to the other parts of
the world where labour suddenly reveals to be cheapeand full of downmarket sources
(Braae 2015). Firstly, precisely sich movementin the industrial sector notes an ongoing
notion of the current postindustrial period. Secondly, the rising preservation movement

marks another vehement turn in the20th-century storyline.

f. 01.through the past to the future

Conservation’s sudden evolution primarily responds to the second wave of

industrialisation , urbanisation and WWII s irretrievable destruction. Little by little, modern

culture honours the practices of heritage preservation02 AOOT OAGET T 1T £AEAOO Al

of the past for the present generation anébr posterity 6(Braae 2015, 72) However, a paradox
arises with preservation being predominantly about the future, not the past The tension
between the heritage concept and adaptive reusepresents an issue of potentiavalue or
identity loss.Only until recently (the 1990s), heritage preservation predominantly marked

what Kolen (2006) namedOEA OCOAT A AT 1 dnkddibgiclréfll mandyifg aBdA A O
safeguarding of the fragile pasby the elite (50). It engagedas a practical part of the AHD.

This sudden obsession responded to the then notions of industrialisation, capitalism and
fascination with history. Today's percepti; rather acknowledges that®@he mere fact of

preservation, even if it is intended to do no more than stabilise, necessarily involves a whole

OAOEAO T & ET11 OAOET 1 Oh E A(Séniuél 19940303) Rei0idg@d OE A

the identity concept, (heritage offers creative industries the benefit of identity in order to

O T 0 OEA ETTIT OAOEIT 1T (BédverntainlandiMied fetls.) 2015, 621 EOU

revitalisation processaims to provide a new and continuous form oflife together with the
rediscovery and introduction of former and novel intangible values.Thereafter, an
interdisciplinary issue arisesin recognising and edifying the original intentions within an

areatogether with current interpretation s.

f. 02. transformation process
4EA OEAOEO Agpbi EAEOI U OOAO OEA Oi AOGAIIT A
regarding change. As suchif includes the diverse extent of preservation, regeneration,
demolition, reclamation and adaptive reuse and their potentibinterconnection. Its leitmotif
is simply to transition something from, what we consider, a negative state into something
with potentially positive effects on itself and its surroundings. It elicits complex dialogue and

compromise of integrity between thepast and present, creation and interpretation, ideas and
i AOAOEAI EOAOCET T8 )1 OEA AT An EéndWiling ztddamyAT AO

% |

i OAO A£Oi i OEA DPAOO Al (Boué?012AA@T OA ET OEA DOAOAI
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Interestingly, the abandoned phase of posindustrial landscapes, marked by decay
and obsolescence, continuedomewhat unconsciously without notice until the 1980s. A
primary issue portrayed an incredible challenge tharequested reorganisation and critical
rethinking of all previous practices. It was not until several years latethat experts reacted,
urged by the echoing exigency of sustainabilitimplying fulfilment of present needs without
any deprivation of future needs), restoration andthe environmental crisis. As a consequence,
professionals are constantly obliged to make active choiceturing urban redevelopment
(Riesto 2018). They depend ona specificand complex matrix of contemporary inputs.
Another point of view introduces industrial areas as extensiverbanisedlands. On the larger
(regional, national) scales, an option to simply do nothing does not exist. Their magnitude is
often crucial for a universal economy.The austainability and cultural cohesionbackgrounds
do not advisemere removal of the residues, let alonearrangement of completely new land
use without any conserved traces Building upon this conviction, re-use, revitalisation or
preservation actionsthus arrive as aneeded shift.A critical understanding of value definition
precedes any regeneration process. FurthermoreBraae (2015) alerts thatO O O AT O &l O AOE|
is not a desk strategy but requires presence and observation on site aadtion in the form of
E] OAOOAIBDHET T 06

In practice, transformation in urban planning consumes an excessive amount of
funding. The viability of conversion vacillates within the economic climate. Thus, a reuse
project can be assumed successful on alMels when the design is economically, energetically,
socially and physically sustainablg - 3 Oa Ol a Ok Po16A MriAelabotafed as well as
convenient symbiosis of all aforementioned design inputs often seems to complicatket
adaptive process. Nevertheless, the interdisciplinary arguments for rather than against

renewal prevail more and more significantly.

f. 03. post-industrial transformation

The redundant industrial scars ask for design creativity. However, when
considering various social issues of density, land use, sustainable building practice and
economic value, we fast approach the danger zone of stakeholder collisions and appropriate
return evaluation of a reuse process.The more theoretical questions of authenticity, place
identity and value assessmentsome on the contraryand often seem tolose significance
throughout the project’s progress. However, derelict industrial areas offer aconvenient
mediator in learning how to revive heritage, even as a part of experimental methods such as
error-and-trial. The post-industrial landscape constantly evolves and does not come as a

static environment. Thus, the 20th-century conservation and pregrvation practices seem
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neither possible nor desirable(Palmer and Neaverson 1998) Theysubstantially strive for
active engagement and inclusioffollowing the CHD remark

4EA 1T £ZO0AT OAQGOOATI A6 AT 1T AEOGEIT O AT A 1T OEAOT /
in general, not previously recognised by humans, strive for a holistic understanding of the
environment (as all parts are interconnected and contribute to the whole) and
acknowledgement of all tangible and intangible circumstanceéGans 2004) The purpose of
revitalisation is, among others, to lift an object/landscape up to date to allow present
generations to better comprehend their predecessors. ndustrial ensembles often
substantiate an isolated area outside urban development from the ¥8o0 the 20 century,
albeit the segregation happens not only in spatial terms. Functional and cultural division from
the forward-developing districts presents achallenging matter in potential social re
engagement. Thus, newly providediccessibilitycomes as a prime key in a transformation
process(Oevermann and Mieg (eds.) 2015)Consequently, each part of heritage deserves its
right in the development process and is crucial for its identity. Industrial complexes used to
be a private domain; therefore, naturally, public awareness is limited. The industry is often
DPAOAAEOAA AO OAOEAO O1TT EOU AT A dgE® bomisdcietyD OET Ch ¢
and urban boundaries. Yet, production and economy prevaily connecting industrial sites to
important (local or global) trade networks. Adaptive reuse has saved and saves a majority of
neglected industrial heritage and brownfields from potential demolition/removal. On top of

that, a general aim seeks to incorporate new econamand employment opportunities.

By contrast, the social aspects often extensively emerge in the critical framework of
any urban transformation and brownfield reclamation, factors such as gentrification or
competition for space.Some argue that presering or consening OEA OOT OOAAOAAIT A
buildings results in more energy demand duringan edifice’s life (Douet 2012, 136) Yet,
transformation processes save initial inputgegarding the non-recoverable embodied energy
site demands fewer newlyadded resources.Although the theory is indeed reasonable,
experts hit against the practice of where ¢ actually remove theleftovers. Here againany
pragmatic cogitation regarding resources and environmental footprint determines the
unsustainability of such behaviour.On the other hand, we desiremore than complete
preservation of theindustrial patrimon y. The design process calls for an ideal equilibrium of
the past, present and ensuing valuesmphasisng techniques such as Qeused and
Qevitalisation.6The identity’s essence and reintegration inteultural and social lvesbring a
whole new meaning into today’s societyThe effect and scale of industrial traces incorporate

a muchmore extensive notioninto the landscapepalimpsest The landscape of today is open
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to dynamic reshaping and therefore led bythe temporal order of human society(Braae

2015). Researchers Heike Oevermanand Harald A. Mieg(2015) focus on the conflicting

matter of an ideal balance between change (the presennd future transformation) and

preservation (the past and heritage). As a result, they categorise three prime perspectives,

clashing during any reclamation of industrial heritage site: (01) heritage conservatiog

concerning preservation, (02) urban develompent z aiming for a liveable environment and

(03) architectural production z based on inventivenesg12). The three discourses mingle,

and their interconnection defines each step of the transformative process based on their

theoretical inputs (as shown inTable 02.1.). Finding a proper balance between these three

subcategories is the keynote of anyransformation process.

I
N
D
U
S
T
R
I
A
L

moO>»>»—-1—2omI

(01)

Heritage
Conservation

(02)

Urban
Development

(03)

Architectural
Production

Concepts

Heritage-led
development
Inclusion
Minimal
intervention
Tangibleand
Intangible

Urban
regeneration
Culture-led
development
Heritage

Adaptive re-
use
Site-specific
architecture
Iconic
architecture

Their Theoretical Inputs.

Objectives

Preservation of
the past
testimony, the
landmark, the
rescue

Interactive use
of culture,
creative
industries and
heritage

To re-use the
existent for the
new forms

Assumptions

The tangible
heritage is a
testimony of
the past

Culture,
creative
industries and
heritage are
assets for

transformation.

The existent is
the raw
material for
design.

Values

Accessibility
Bottom-up
Identity
Heritage
Integrity
Re-use

Accessibility
Bottom-up
Economic
Environmental
Image

Vision

Accessibility
Identity
Design
Aesthetics
Reuse
Image

Table 02.1. Analysis of Three Discourses Within the Transformation of Industrial Heritage Sites and

Adapted from Oevermann Heike and Harald A. Mieg 2015, Industrial Heritage Sites in
Transformation: Clash of Discourses: Studying Transformations of Industrial Heritage Sites (Chapter
2), London and New York: Routledge.
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Figure 03.1. Ruhrgebiet General Mafhe upper map putsthe Ruhr region an the larger scale othe
German stateNorth Rhine-Westphalia and Germany in generallhe bottom expanded
map depicts the region’s major citiesalong itsrivers. Drawing by the author.
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das ruhrgebiet

he chapter exploresa specific industrial heritage value and regional identity
T through one casestudy analysisof Ruhr in Western Germany |t engages in
the central theme of regional post-industrial transformation processes while addressing
tangible, though mainly intangible, industrial legacy in practice. First, it situates Ruhrgebiet
(the Ruhr region) in the late 19h-century revolution setting while rising as atransnational
industrial heartland. It establishes thebeginnings of Ruhr’s strong local identity ad follows
its gradual evolution in the second partThe history then moves to the deindustrialisation
period,with Ruhr suffering from the irretrievable scars left by heavy industrialisation leading
to cultural, ecological and economic disesses Consequently,people regardthe neglected
urban landscape as obsolete, covered with structures of no positive asset for presafay
society (termed a brownfield or wasteland).Thus, he region (aschartedin Figure 031.) had
been longing for some form of revival with the final breakthrough inthe 1980s. On that
account, the chapter primarily examineghe actions of thelnternational Building Exhibition
Emscher Parkintroduced as a 18year-long post-industrial regional restructuring. During the
process, \arious stakeholders, localsand creative professionals strive for a perfect balance
of identity re-building and value of industrial remnants, commemoration, ecological and
environmental impactsand economic stability. Thus, the prgrammeoffersa form of possible
guideline regarding future international transformation practices along the postindustrial
land issue. While building on the preceding theoretical framework in Chapter 02, the
chapter”snarrative leads to answering the main research question following regional identity
and industrial heritage value during and after the IBA processt doesso mainly via oneon-
one interviews with six locals done by the author, personal site observation ad desk
research.The synthesis explains the key lessons learned from the case study review with
theoretical knowledge application.The final parts discusstwo specific IBAflagship projects

Z the Landschaftspark DuisburgNord in Duisburg and the Zeche Zollverein in Essen.

a. site history alias setting the regional identity

a. 01.industrial rise

I: or several decades,ite Ruhr regionhad significantly participated in Germary’s
19th- and 20th-century economic bloom.Nevertheless,the Ruhr Basinnoticed
its first industrial actions rather late comparedwith the Industrial Revolution initiator - Great

Britain, concretely towards the late 18t century. As anywhere, pimarily agricultural society
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preceded the industrialisation era.Regional urban machine suddenly replaced the long
evolving, sparsely populated rural topography full of extensive oak and beech forests
(Egberts 2017, 150) Its character experienced a 18@egree turn, primarily in the late 19t
century. The initial land use of agricultural and commerce nature transitioned into the focus
on labour, particularly visible in the region’s fastchanging industrial silhouette and

topography.Consequently, the typicaRuhrgebiet industrial monoculture of coalmining, steel

production and chemical, mechanical and electrical engineering experienced a furious rate.

Newly established coal mines in the north along the Emscher and LipRévers replaced the
exhausted coal deposits along the southern RulRiver. New urban centresrapidly arose
along the way AT A EEOOI OEAAT O1I x1 0 O1 AOGOOOAOGET Cé
vanished (Douet 2012). Duisburg and Dortmund with around 5 000 inhabitants, remained
the initially largest settlements (before industrialisation). Ruhr quickly becamethe prime
mover while forming Europe’s significant industrial heartlandthanks to a discovery of large
coal and iron ore depositsat the turn of the 20h century. An extensive network ofaround 3

200 coal mining spots primarily flooded the region (shownin Figure 032.).

Figure 03.2. Ruhr’s Coal Mining Areas in 189bhe coal mining network rapidly developed all around
the regionafter the 1850swith more than 3200 deposits (captured by dak red shapes.

In those times urban planners approached the landcapeas an openundetermined
field with out visible obstacles for further utilisation. Therefore, it quickly grew into what the
Germans called d_.ebensraum a territory the nation assumedwas necessary for its natural
development (Gans 2004) Industrial structures, mining, roads andextensiverail networks
soon crowded the regionwith new major settlements from Duisburg, Esserand Bochum to
Dortmund while creating a polycentric urban structure(as depicted inFigure 033. and its
historical comparison). These core cities evolved along the initiéf important medieval route

of Wedphalian Hellweg, connecting two principal rivers- the Rhine and ElbeNaturally, Ruhr
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ET OEOAA All OETEAAEOAT OO0 xEI DOo@anddESER) | EOAO
welcoming a substantialnumber of immigrants (around 12% in the 1950s) from Poland,

Italy, Turkey or former Yugoslavia(Hospers 2004, 149) Thus, Ruhr’s typical diversity and
multivocality found their origins, although one unifying conception prevailed the regional

identity building on the industrial past. In 1867, German authomMNikolaus Hocker first coined

the name Ruhrgebietin his article, referring to its noteworthy industrial activity and

OO0l IBKASG ET A OO GEeEyériWickehndSAidnhdh 2017, 29)The areacontinued

contributing to sustainednational economicgrowth (so-called Wirtschaftswunde following

WWII until the 1970s. Back then, German regions had strong vernacular traditions, and their
identification depended upon typical regional aspectgAshworth and Larkham (eds.) 1994)

This followed the 19th-century regionalist rather than nationalist unifying tendencieswith

prominent regional political identity and a sense ofcommunityrather than society

Figure 03.3. Ruhr's Rapid Urban Development from 1830 to 193_0e archival maps compare the
regional urban structure alongthe seA Al 1 AA OOOE OAJAahdAgB0[]. Wel pyom
can thus followRuhr’scentury-long processof polycentric urban evolution.

Source [1]: Friedrich Wilhelm Streit 1830. Source [2]: Chief Administration of Geodesy and
Cartography under the Council of Ministers of th&JSSRL967.
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a. 02.industrial decline

However, Ruhr’s notable but short progress declinedduring the 1970s and 80sin
the course ofthe third wave (de-industrialisation) period . Besides other things it followed
the 1958-68 closure of mines (las Zechensterbeg coal crisis) and the 1974 steel crisis
emergingdue to cheaper andalternative resources O4 EA ET AOOOOEAI OACEI 1T [
AT O1 Qnidke Berger and Golombek 2018, 1)Denial and progressing Gorgetting®
initiatives rather than remembering the industrial past led to several proposed demolitions
of the industrial remnants. Obsolescence and decaguickly replaced the expansion and
resilience of the preceding decadesThe coal belt turned intoasoA AT 1 AA &ddadyd AAI O
derelict brownfield sites sprung up(Leppert 1999). Furthermore, ®he ecological degradation
xAO [ EOOI OAA AU DOUAEITITT CEAAT OAQEBdIA20@E, T Al T]
222), full of unemployment and lost prospectsThe regional identity (historical, economic
and cultural) becameresentfully affiliated with industrial plants, collieries, slag heapsand
foundries, and the challenge hung upon its reinterpretatiorMassive turn in Ruhr’s character
AAAT I DbATEAA OAOGEAO T ACAOGEOA j O1T AOiI 1 AOGA AT GEOI I
ET AOOOOEAIT E A A O Olhtédstihgly(thessiartinly hi@shoDiBdudtri@l @lecrease
noted the Ruhr’s first establishment of higher educationtfie independent Ruhr-Universit at
Bochum, also the first one in the Federal Republién the 1960s with a focus onthe tertiary
instead of secondary sectofShaw 2002, 81)

A top-down initiative on a national level introduced a consistent plan for the
region’s brownfieldsat the end of the 1980sAs the name indicate, the 1G-year restructuring
programme ofthe International Building Exhibition Emscher Parfocused mainly on the area
around the EmscherRiver in the courseof 1989 to 1999. However, it set the postndustrial
transformative processes going all around RuhrgebietShortly after, it hit the reality of
already established values and demands by local peopferming primarily during the last
five to ten years.Quite surprisingly, locals foughtouder for a wider scale of industrial revival
AT A POAOGAOOAOCET T T £ OhudigpaliiaAd thie gdzeinkenOBréed OE AT
2015). Ruhr certainly could not hide its history of massive human occupation and the trauma
from rising de-industrialisation. 4 EA 1 AT AOAAPA AAOAA xEAO OAEI 1 A¢
A O A O1BEwigkeditslasien) the irretrievable and deep scar{Berger, Wicke and Golombek
2017, 28). Undeniably, its physical and intangible heritage, connected to the steel and coal
industries, portrayed the prime core of its character.Slowly but surely, residents,and
primarily workers, started to address and respect their history with pride instead of
embarrassment. The threat of the past’s and identitymisuse emerged when the Social

Democratic Party began to see potential in industrial heritage to approactvorkers and
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ordinary people of Ruhr.On that account, he IBAagenda hal been criticisedin the beginning
OOACAO &£ O 110 0001 U ETAI OPT OAOET ¢ 1T AAT O AT A
transformation as part of the Authorised Heritage Discourse. Theproject expectations did

not instantly meet with the desired outcomes as the tojmlown and bottom-up notions

collided. Furthermore, the stakeholders did not count on providing new work opportunities

in order to fight the highest unemployment in Wesern Germany. Nevertheless, he absolute

sea change in these matters as slowly introduced towards the end of the designated

timeline (the end of the 1990s).

One mighthavesaid that Ruhr had nochoicebut to accept its industrial remains and
yetACAET AOQOEI A EOO O médhghitl andicApd.inditaliyiJapérdon cOldA DT 0O
not walk one kilometre through Ruhrgebiet without stumbling upon some kind of industrial
residue. Eventually, it happened b establish a positive outcome in the given cas&he IBA
Emscher Park shortly after the 1980s neglect exemplified one of Germany’s effortsto
confront its rather tangled past. At that time, Germanygenerally searchel for a reassertion
of selfconfidence and a OT Ax 6  Evkhemedtly bilsed on heritage rediscoveries
especially following the omnipresent paradigm®f modernism and globalismsincethe 1950s
(Ashworth and Larkham (eds.) 1994) It undeniably contributed to the fact that this century
truly came as a challengeparticularly for this country. Naturally, a prime distinction of
German identity on the regional but also national levelamewith t he necessity to be mainly
justified following the actions of WWII. Natural bias, so to say, shankD E A -IOI00AS6 T AOEIT 1 A
associations.While forming an important area for German forces in both World Wars, the
foregoing destructions primarily during WWII (with severe bombings and incursion)
deepened the Ruhr’s difficulties with revitalisation and retrograde engagement in social and
economic rise(Storm 2014).4 EA OACET 1 A1 EI ACA Ai 1 OEl OdsA O1 O
Ruhrgebet: Ein starkes Stiick Deutschlanils j 02 OEOCAAEAOG ! 3whah i1 ¢ 0EA
1 AOGAO OOAT O&I Of AA ET O O20EOGADPEADHAEEAOCLODBEAI]
national importance (Berger, Wicke and Golombek 2017, 35)Slowly but surely, the
substance of industrial land (a place of work and hom@é|tindustriestandorte) turned into the

post-industrial landscape (heritage postindustrielle Landschften).

a. 03. post-industrial reality

Ruhr’s recent shift in identity follows the omnipresent reinforcement of industrial
heritage value. The transitioning process from the past’s disgrace to its esteegflects the
contemporary heritage and history notions.Indeed,suchshifts in value seemcrucial for any

successful postindustrial reclamation. In general, the descendants of contemporary Ruhr are
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nowbOT OA AT A Al 1T OAT U AT 01 A Ol o disBwhEh&hedtdgdtde® OT OO A
DOAAAAAOGOTI OO x1 OEAA (Lepdert 1W990182). Gdpecidlp tad dndohgd

botom-OP ET EOEAOEOAO Ai PEAOEOA OOAE A | AGEI 8 4EA
regional identity builds on the same substance ofalues, and industry plays its vehement role

in the re-establishment Thus, Ruhr portrays one of few examples where industrial heritage

becomes the leitmotif of the 20th and 21stcentury transformation, even on the extensive

regional level. Some scholars even argue that we can hardly find another region worldwide

with representation building as extensivey on industrial heritage valorisation (see, for
instance,Wicke, Berger and GolombeR018). The present mind shiftgives Ruhfspopulation

a reassuringconnectednesgregional identity) with the past in an individualistic and not-so-

OO00A EOOOOA8 O)O EO OEAOA 1100 EAAT OEOEAOKh OAI
DOAOAT O (Eybekd 2012 ,A 469 Scholarsargue that its denial would solely harm the

regional rejuvenation and establishment of its current characterWe see that such an

evolution in practice again contributes to the theoretical reinvention of community andthe

significance of identityfollowed roughly since the 1980s.

Moreover, thA 6 AT T Kind @ KeAtdgé on a more extensive scale (landscape, the
built environment, space) speaks louder of the local character and embodies its sense of
pl AAAs /1T A 1T &£ OEA OACGETddéclinin@riuhbérdbEnkabitaid, itis O O OE
T AAAOGOAOU OI OOOAT COEAT A Oi(RodbOalvérbarttl RGhOIOZZE AAT O/
appendix 4), promoting industrial heritage asthe key to these unique points. Geerally,
Ruhr’s regional identity relies on relatively recent and limited history and culture and, just
like any other region, builds upon what is socially acceptable, politically possible and
financially suitable.Nowadays, EA ET AOOOOEAI DAOO -iEDOO O DEAO OBP.
regional palimpsest and takes the leading role in any (se)f representation. As such,
regarding a necessary acknowledgement of Ruhr’s legacy)ocal duo of Bernhard and Hilla
Becher comprise ane of the most visible systematic documentations of poshdustrial
changes and obsolete structures in the region via photographs. Their endeavour implements
capturing and preservation of the changing world as it has been since the 1950s and public
awareness of industrial qualities (Oevermann and Mieg (eds.) 2015)German photographer
Heinrich B6ll together with Chargesheimer (KadHeinz Hargesheimer)offer a similar set of
20EO0] O OAx AT A O haHeiDvwdldnde InDRLIrg2ibief BvdnByit® now, the
colloquial language uses various terms for Ruhr regarding it®© AT E1 ET C6 pastA AEAT C
such asKohlenpdt, Ruhrpottor simply Pott. Nonetheless, various sources reveal thaiublic
perception, primarily on the national scale,still AT T OEAAOO 20EOCAAEAO A ¢

" AOIi Al dddiesse} the negative viewings of financially unstable and unfeasible
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OAAAAUAAG A1 OEOI T 1 Al Oh [EE CE OE tofsedodde@s, &heifii@O OOE A
regional efforts to distance from them.The research reveals that people of Ruhr perceive

such universal connotation as disrespectful and are therefore rather sensitive towards their
AAOACT OEOCAOGEIOIO A QBEEKAEE ARD &é concept of industrial

heritage still has to pave its way towards greater recognitioand positive acknowledgement

for the most part,among the general public.

a. 04. ruhrgebiet in (dis) unity

In the case of Ruhr, the regional identitynterestingly encounters a conspicuous
issue with along-establishedrivalry between its major cities (Duisburg, Oberhausen, Essen,
Bochum and Dortmund) They arelocated next to each other alonga watercourse with
practically no clear borders.Their conflicts of interestare not only passionate about sports
teams (such as a strong soccer affectich® A O-AT A B BBegedyPdar@dminating in
the soA A1 1 AA AGPARNDEIBoONithe economic and cultural sphere¢Egberts 2017,
139). Thus, Ruhr is seen as a decentralised regidjor a city or perhaps something in
between?)due to its rareindependentrapid urbanisation with no prominent leader sincethe
late 19 century. Following the events of the industrialisation period, i hasevolved into the
largest German agglomeration with a high concentration of mutually intertwined
municipalities (53 cities altogether) and population density. Local architect and urban
planner Christa Reichetefers to its developmentand workers” lifeworld A Guhfbanity 6with
20EO0 AAET ¢ OA AEOU 1 &£ AEOGEAO r £Z01T iy ET AOOOOEAI
OOAAI (Berget, Wioke and Golombek 2017, 36)nterestingly, Ruhr’s cognisance as a
region emerges only withthe beginning of 19thcentury industrialisation, though it does not
truly spread until the post-war period. Initially, two historical regions divided the area of
Ruhrgebiet z Rhineland (the west) and Wegphalia (the east). Ruhr's own regional
associationand planning authority Regionalverband Ruh{RVR), dates back only to the 1920s
(initially arising as the Ruhr Coal District Settlement Association Siedlungsverband
RuhrkohlenbezirR (Wicke, Berger and Golombek 2018)in the present day,the RVRtakes
responsibility for ongoing restructuring and open space development after the IBBesides,
the Ruhr region, as we know it today, receives its fixed nanaly in the same decade (the
1920s). Until today, we can follow theregional fragmentation as seen in Figure 03. A
considerable doubt addresses whethea unified regional identity indeed exists since studies
indicate greater loyalty for an individual city rather than the whole region Even nowadays,
Ruhr's residents address themselves ratherrespectively to their hometowns as
Dortmunders, Esseners and so orBefore the IBA introduction, someregional parts even

denied their connection with Ruhr while inclining to neighbouring regions in North-Rhine
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Westphalia (Berger and Wicke 2014) Although, the political structure becomes more
cooperative afterintroducing the IBA’s common visions.
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Figure 03.4. Ruhr’s Fragmentation MapAccording to the river's name (Rhine, Lippe, Emscher, Ruhr
and Hellweg), five zonedlivide Ruhr’s economic, social and political interests. Moreover,
the map follows the polycentric urban structure with fourmajor (big black points, with
more than 300 000 hhabitants) and ten minor cities (smallblack points, with more than
100 000 inhabitants). Drawing by the author.

Nevertheless, the interdependenc®f urban centresis conditional in order for the
region to flourish. In consequence, the idea dRuhrstadtcomes into existence with plans to
arrive at comprehensive cooperation and mutual backup between the citieBerger and
Wicke 2014). As such, it promotes sense of togethernesn MetropolisRuhr, building on the
industrial character. Diverse cultural elements accompany the initiative with termssuch as
Ruhrdeutsch(the typical Ruhr dialect with Polish residuesz a socalled regiolect) or Ruhri
(Ruhr’s inhabitant). Various customs and cultural elements (songs, fashion, food) build on
regional industrial connotations with examples of Glick Auf!(a workers” greeting) or
currywurst (Berger, Wicke and Golombek 2017, 31)However, ®tting aO £AOAOESd OACET |
identity in Ruhr thus still comes as a complex challeng&he IBA Emscher Parks seen as one

of the attempts tounify and strengthen the shared sense of belonging yagainas it pursues
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co-creation among the individualmunicipalities. Currently, the metro population cimbs to
almost 6 million, with a rapid increase considering the relatively short timeline of two
centuries. Moreover, the region falls within the scA A1 1 AA %O OT PAAFigu@" 1 OA
03.5.). It defines a transnational corridor in a banandike shape between Western and
Central Europe (from the United Kingdom to Italy) with high urbanistic and economic
growths regarding population and capital. The network’s significancemerges with the
industrial development marking the originally imposing industrial regions, however,
becoming particularly relevant during the 1990s(Braae 2015). Currently, urban sprawl and
maximum land utilisation within the Blue Barana endangeta potential cultural reintegration
of inactive postindustrial sites. Up to now, Ruhr, as Europe’s largest pegtdustrial region,
is in a constant state of restructuring ¢r Strukturwandel). Table 031. pinpoints the central

milestones in its chronologybefore and during the IBA Emscher Park

Figure 03.5. The European Blue Banan&he bananashaped territory marks significant industrial
points in the European 20th-century development. Itsrelevance lies within economic
strategy even nowadays during the de-industrialisation period). Arrows show
important directions of strategic movement.Drawing by the author.
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Year

1960s

1966-67

1968-73

1974

1979

1980s

September 1987

May 1988
November 1988

May 1989

1990-94

1996

Summer 1999

Table 03.1.

Event/Instrument

Coal industry replaced by cheaper and alternative fuelsdas Zechensterben

Recession resulted in extensive mine closures and the establishment of nation
economic regulation body Ruhrkohle AG.

Ruhr Development Programme introduced modernisation of mining industry,
public transportation, development of the settlements and higher education.

Iron and steel crisis followed similar destiny as did coal.

Ruhr Action Programme provided firancial resources for urban renewal,
environment, energy and technology transfer, however, without any successft
development plan.

The economic crisis deepened through a lack of alternative industries an
employments. This happened to be particularly visible in the Emscher area.

Town Planning Minister visited the IBA Berlin, accompanied by a group ¢
experts.

The Prime Minister announced the IBA programme for Ruhr’s restructuring or
the national conference press.

The IBA Cabinet declared and announced the IBA Emscher Park agenda.

Open project calls for local authorities, companies a@hinitiatives revealed more
than 400 submitted ideas for flagship projects.

More than 60 architectural and urban planning competitions discussed the fina
vision of individual projects.

The IBA Emscher Park became a part of the German contribution to tt
Architecture Biennale in Venice.

The final presentation of the IBA Emscher Park introduced the results.

Chronology of Ruhr’Restructuring (Strukturwandel) Before andduring the IBA Emscher

Park Following the Middle 2&th-century Industrial Decline.

Adapted from Danielzyk, Rainer and Gerald Wood1993,Restructuring old industrial and inner
urban areas: A contrastive analysis of state policies in Great Britain and Germamfuropean
Planning Studies (1)no.2: 123-147.
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b. post-industrial (dis) placement of ruhr

t happened to be the year 1989 when a group of specialists frowarious

I disciplines determined a necessity for Ruhr’sbrighter future. At that moment,
severe obsolescence and gradual decdmave beenstriking the heavily industrial and coal
mining landscapefor severalyears. After the omnipresent crisis denial, he Western German
OA CET TfinakyAléft utierly to its mercy at the beginning of the 1980sThe preceding
legacy of largescale steel and coal industries and their decline resulted in a number of
miscellaneous issues, such as space fragmentation, environmental pollution, high
unemployment or activity and populaion decrease(Dammers, et al. 2004) Consequently,
Ruhrgebiethasfaced a severe economic crisis since the 1970=hus, the necessity to fight for
Ruhr’s past remained largely on the shoulders o&n outside power. Interestingly, the
industrial spread, specifically around the Emscher Riverhappened only during the second
wave of industrialisation, thus transpiring quite late in the process. However, at that time, it
was particularly this area that predominantly produced the iconic image of neglected
industrial archaeology full of discarded products and the contaminated Emscher Rivéirgo,
it became Ruhr’s weakest poinsocio- and economically wise(Storm 2014).

b. 01. international building exhibition emscher park

In those daysthe German tradition of the so-called International Building Exhibition
or Internationale BauausstellungerfIBA) has previously proved to fulfil its duties and desires
in many urban and regional redevelopment projects nationwidefor instance in Darmstadt
(1901), Stuttgart (1927) or Berlin (1957 and 1984)(Douet 2012). The IBA formed an ad hoc
low-budget agency while replacing the traditional public administrationsto address urban
challenges inan experimental setting. The innovative strategy operated on a highvalue
criteria selection of projects eligible for future transformation. The election principally built
on architectural and landscape quality, energy savings, inclusion and ecologyhe
introduction of Ruhr’s 10-year programme (19891999), under the umbrella of theMinistry
of Urban Development, Housing andahsport for the Land NorthrRhine-Wesphalia, pushed
its formerly local initiative to another large-scale (regional) level with the area of over 800
km2 and implementation of 117 individual projects (Zlonicky 2004). Following the
accomplishmentofthe 1984 IBA in Berlin, it dedicated energy to the already existing building
stock and, primarily, the urban planning levelln general, he Park interconnected inactive
industrial areas with redundant spots along the EmscleRiver between the cities of Duisburg
and Kamen.The future-oriented holistic perspective prioritised public dialogues within the

projects, design competitions and armdea of exhibition rather than ordinary administrative

[56]



Tidy Up the Ruhr!

consultations and the usual unapproachableness of planning development. It presentad

OOAX Al A&OiI 1T xEOEET 6 O AFArGne Ruttrk of Bid Adustribl BO DX O D E OE 1

(Hospers 2004, 153) Besides, the bottorrup inclusion precisely served as one of the
indispensable contributions to the overall IBA success. The early awareness towards Ruhr’s
regeneration through the IBA programme stemmed from preceding local incentives. Creative
competitions with a great diversity of actors in all projects (locals, visitors, stakeholders)
promoted innovative and armed character under the IBA guidance. Hence, the final regional
plan derived from all presented flagship projects as a peak moment, not vice vardMoreover,
the first priority of the post-industrial renewal was of an ecological (landscape park), not
economic nature (employment and business)Plus, a cost-benefit analysis preceded each
potential transformation while pursuing the desirable economideasibility (Dammers, et al.
2004). Overall, the primary aim of its agenda focusag on uplifting Ruhr’s identity and

potential with an ideal equilibrium of bottom-up and top-down initiatives.

The IBA nongovernmental institution (termed a quango set five prime leitmotifs
on the agenda of the Emscher Park proje¢aschartedin Figure 036.)8 & EOOOI Uh OEA
0 A (B presented eight major transitions along seven green corridorsfocusing on former
agricultural land, slag heaps, forests, and grasslandsalsoincorporated the most prominent
example of Landschaftspark DuisburgNord, discus®d in the following subchapter. With
more than 450 kn?, it becamethe largestEuropean regional park(Berger, Musso and Wicke
(eds.) 2022). 3 AAT T Al Uh O%AT 1 1 QEdAdlemedtddghk ledvitoAn@idl T 6
strategy of the Emscher River reclamationAs a matter of fact, the whole idea of the Ruhr
revitalisation originated from the idea of providing the Emscher River as an ecologically
functional territory. The agendaproposed a shift from an open sewer to a yefagain natural
watercourse. It included over 350 kilometres of streams piledup with waste since the 1900s
Subsequently,the discharge of polluted wastewatertransition ed into an underground sewer
(Ganser 1999)4 EEOAT Uh OEA O7 (3)CH!Erhl tridval opérdiell withiA 22E 6
designated postindustrial sites to offer new services, commercial and cultural usand
recreation for locals and visitors with new job opportunites8 &1 OOOEI Uh OEA
) T AOOOOE Al(4) se@ini cAniplis@ Gadgible and intangible heritage and identity
themes. The fifth and final core ught forth 26 housing projects to reinvent settlement
POET AEDI AO 1 AAAI T AA OT ARO OEA O(1 OOE®) ThiAl A
addressal the long-term population decrease fragmentation, gentrification, diverse social
issues and Ruhr’s urgert need for social housingAltogether, each theme dll under the
i OOOAT ONOA bf Erénilettured Qritad Ae@fopment, reintegration and life. The
gualitative criteria were of urban, architectural, economic, social and environmental values

and strived for a matrix as an ideal equilibrium among allUltimately, the strategic plan
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introduced various sub-projects with local bottom-up interventions and top-down

mediation, presenting a harmonious urban synergy.

Figure 03.6. Area of the International Building Exhibition Emscher Parkhe Landscape Parkncircles
117 projects in total (small dots). Two green points markwo discussedflagship projects
of Landschaftspark DuisburgNord and ZecheZollverein. Drawing by the author.
In the spring of 1990, selected international landscape architects received a chance
to present fresh perspectives on the area’s ecological, economic and cultural reneivesitu.
By then, impassable birch forests, corroded railway tracks, fallow slag hesypand idle sewage
systems occupied the land following the preceding industrialisation process. At first sight,

one would not describe the scenery as raising pride, delight or magnificence. However, it

undeniably provoked a strenuous challenge fathe decade tocomeO4 EAU 5B OEA 2 OE O«

out asthe new unifying slogan(Zlonicky 2004). The architects ventured for a risky deal when
coping with the omnipresent conceptions of authenticity, obsolescence, reuse and value of
the past, present and future. The ruinous industrial scape offered these three timelines to
communicate in a mutual dalogue, evolving a beauty hitherto not properly recognised in the
previous epochs. Yet again, temporality played a crucial role in the overall approach and the
following decision-making. Hereby, industrial heritage embodied potential for cultural
identification. The central idea evoked Ruhr’s identity to constantly look both forward and
backwards. ThusO1 AT AOAAPA xAO OEA TAx OTEO QBE#&® xAO
2015, 55). The future (new perspectives on thedentity) operated with respect to the past
(source of inspiration for the perspective) and the present (decisions about design
approvals). Here, the IBA arrived at the principle of layering alias intervening rather than
restoring hitherto forms. At last, this allowed industrial reuse without deprivation of
historical or structural identity. Regarding the reclamation of brownfields,using the usual
contaminant removal method would haveperhaps only erased the essential traces of
germane characteristics. Accalingly, the act of modification was part of the indefinite

evolution while adding another layer(Stone 2020, 19)
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b. 02. industrial heritage as a symbol?

Although, what do we consider unigue about the IBA Emscher Park? Would it be the
innovative strategy for value preservation or carefully maintained inclusive process in terms
I £ OOOOAET AAEI EOU AAOGEOAA OET AOAOuUnertidnéddE AT A/
aspects contribute to the project’s uniquenessUItimately, scholars sometimes refer to
RuhrgebietAO O%OOT PA] O 1 AAT OAOI OU6 xEOE -éané&thal DOAAOE
method within the ruinous industrial landscape(Braae 2015). The IBA projecbften becomes
an idyllic scenario in the global discourse onthe (post-) industrial environment. The
transformation appears to happen in the ruins of industrialism, serving as the vital essence
of design andthe new future. Eventually, the industrial scratches are so evidently embedded
in the regional identity. Additionally, industrial heritage arises as a concern in identity re
establishing since the first phasegEgberts 2017). Therefore, industrial structures easily turn
into a symbol of the region, transformation, and people. A new understanding of urban
development, industrial heritage, landscape and industrial nature accompan the IBA
evolution. This becomes particularly evident in all types of Ruhr's evidence, from
photographs and drawings to literature and mappingsSustainable thinking navigates its way
through all five leitmotifs, even though the concept of sustainability as such was in those
times only in its beginnings.Change, in this respect, becomes rather celebrated than feared,;

(Storm 2014, 124) and obsolescence of the past implies present and future creativity.

Peter Zlonicky (2004), one of the authors of the IBA EmschdPark, highlights its
most precious heritage to reside irmOOA O 1T £ OOOAOACEAO ET AT 1T &£ EA
i A OET (80P dvhile implementing this idea, the concept suggests relatively vigorous
content with no fixed formal structure, although with a comprehensive strategic vision. As
argued in the previous chapter, accessibility forms one of the most significant criteria in pest
ET AOOOOEAIT OOAT O&I Oi AGEI 18 4EOOh ET OEA- AT Anh

space body constituted by uiting leftover space and postindustrial areaso(Braae 2015, 94)

(@)

while interconnecting them with an easily accessible system of roads, cycle routes and
footpaths. In the rather flat landscape, various slag heaps and aitfal hills from the

industrial activity serve as new points for distant views and orientationThe unity of created

public spaces and open nature easily enhances social and cultural vaii¢h anemphasis on

the nature-culture relationship. This might bedelineated as a process of acupuncture where

Ol AAAT AO AOA ET OAOOAA ET Ol-he@lifghowerb@he regionwil OEA E
AT E OQMaydr anél Siebel 1998, 7)Hence, theRuhr Industrial Heritage Route(Route

Industriekultur) under the RVR introduces significant attributes within the ideology. It
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operates on a level of industrial monumentsDA O AA OAT &ETAO ADIIEAGE 1 £ (
O OOA06 O1 OOEIiI Ol AGA AOI OOOAI AT A O1 AEAl Al GCAcC
interests, establishedchiefly to promote tourism based on the regional identityDouet 2012,

203). The region’s evolving welcomeness and openness over the last three decades, not only

through local and universal tourism, strengthen the regional identity and heritage value and

rouse a hidden pride. For instance, former factory workers find jobs as tour guidegthin the

designed cultural hubsThe IBAalso substantiates Europe’s firsofficial utilisation of public

funding to rescue industrial heritage(Egberts 2017).

In addition, the IBA EmscherPark incorporates several significant sites within the
European Route of Industrial HeritagéERIH) as part of the strategic development plaihe
Route showcases a network ofindustrial heritage transformation projects in Europe
(Pottgiesser and Dragutinovic 2022) Culture is a driving force to stimulatethe usage and
inclusion of industrial sites for an enhanced quality of life in the region. Local cultural
activation supports regional identity as a symbol.The IBA is the first in Ruhrgebiet to
incorporate local artists and various cultural events on a regulabasis which motivates
activity up to today. Subsequently,following its industrial heritage and postindustrial
reclamation and the sloganKultur durch Wandelz Wandel durch Kultur(Culture through
Transformation z Transformation through Culture), the Runr areabecameacclaimed as the
0%dOT PAAT # ADPE OAI (Doue20#20204) Grdéek the ubifyinggmjpecttname
RUHR.2010it was the first ever region to be considered as a whole, building on the complex

transformation, reinvention of identity and present polycentric cultural metropolis.

c. research relevance & synthesis

c. 01.on industrial heritage

T he IBA Emscher Parlgenerates a demonstrative example of flagship projects
with two nominal consequences firstly, a multiplier effect with the
continuous development ofindividual projects towards an ongoing idealbalancein the post-
industrial transformation process, and secondly,a leverage effect where regeneration and
reuse of heritage gradually risea new added value.The essence opost-industrial urban
regeneration and reclamationlies in the prideful recycling of its industrial legacy. It states an
example of a long-term heritage-led regeneration, focusing on an active role of industrial
heritage in all stages othe revitalisation scheme.Accordingly, Ruhr'srepresentatives have
asked how heritage @ncontribute to the desired regional transitionsince the beginning(the

1980s). They predominantly stress the reliance on heritage and its importance when it comes
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to regional identity in the era of momentous transformations.It creates the region’s

substd AA AO OOACEI 1T Oh EOOO AO I OAE AO 1 AOQEIT Onh
EEOOI OEAAT AOI OOOA OiF 1 ACEOEI AOA OE AHe@er,AGE OOAI
Wicke and Golombek 2017, 22Moreover, when talking about identity, regions rather than

nations correspond to a more useful spatial category for studying industrialisation as its
concentration on the national level is highly crumbledAs a consequence, w@rimarily

address regional identity when analysing industrial legag (Douet 2012). Space and

individual actorsthemselves(particularly people in this case) carry Ruhr’s symbolic meaning

andform and maintainthe regionalidentity. Thus, hey take the past asgraspby addressing

one’s industrial heritage and ts re-evaluation considerably contributes to the region’s
image.However, wealways remaincareful when consideringthe OACET 1T AO A OxET 1 |

since its construction depends on personal identities and is mn@onsensually based.

The Ruhr region utilises a (rough) recent past for its reconstruction, allowing itself
to record and elaborate on intangible connotations (memories, feelings, identitieshnitial
subdivision and land consolidation sufficiently suppot the disintegration of the region’s
overwhelming extent while not stripping it of its context or identity. Industrial heritage
becomes the unifying element of the wholéerritory . Consequently, Ruhr becomes a sole
urban region that extensively builds upon the uniqueness and significance of industrial
heritage in general representation.Sometimesit leads to an extreme extent when de
historici sation unintentionally results from excesive heritage aestheticisation. In theory, the
whole context of industrial heritage value andhe IBA saforementioned practices lie within
the contemporary CHD concept of heritage studieSubsequently, the ongoing interest and
presentation of Ruhr, particularly on the higher levels (inter/national, continental),
strengthen the regional identity, pride and seHconfidence of locals However, scholars and
heritage theories warn aboutthe potential of this representation to become a sole marketing
tool or a tool for heritage touristification while inclining back towards the AHD.Cultural
geographerTim Edensor(2005) advisesavoiding extreme commercialisation as it only leads
to the re-contextualisation of unintendedhistorical parts, their sanitation and the senseless

fostering of political agendas.

The 1970s onwards mark the era of industrial culture Ihdustriekulttur) and
industrial heritage, reaching not only GermanyThe German termindustriekultur, introduced
by German art historian Tilmann Buddensiegand pursued by cultural scientist Hermann
Glaser, reckons the concept ahdustrial heritage in English (Wicke, Berger and Golombek
2018).) OO 1 AEOI T OE £ uarall cenipdxkOshodl&E AoObe QrEtéctedagainst
development; rather, they should be protectedor A A OA 1 T BHgBetts®617, 175) As
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such, it denies the theory of preservation and conservation in the 19tbentury sense and is
incompatible with the AHD hypothesisFurthermore, the IBA’s idea of building upon the local
heritage values of Ruhrgebiet and their cardinal intervention in planning development
through inclusive community and heritage democratisation becomes thdéoremost and
central reference for the New Heritage paradigm and Critical Heritage Discours&o
conclude, Table 032. indicatesthe concreteanalysis of primary (core) and secondary values
within the IBA Emscher Park regarding thediscussedthree pivotal discourses inthe post-
industrial transformation process (heritage conservation, urban development and

architectural production) according to Oevermann and Mieg (2015).

Primary (Core) Secondary
Accessibility Authenticity
Heritage
Conservation —~ Bottom-up Design Heritage
T Conservation
( \\\ Character Economic
) AN
O\
Urban N “ Identity Aesthetics Urban
Development \\\ Development
\\\ Development Image
Environmental Integrity
Architectural Architectural
Production Heritage Sensitivity Production
Reuse Vision

Table 03.2. Primary and Secondary Valu€ategorisationof the IBA Emscher Park According to the
General Transformations of Industrial Heritage Sites

Adapted from Oevermann Heike and Harald A. Mieg 2015, Industrial Heritage Sites in
Transformation: Clash of Discourses: Studying Transformations of Industrial Heritage Sites
(Chapter 2) London and New York: Routledge.

The concept of industrial heritagein Ruhr germinates only after the industrial
decline through bottom-up attention. The representatives notice the potential of Ruhr’'s
industrial legacy relatively soon after the declinemore thanks to the dedicated incentives
from locals, artists and academicdmmediately, several local associations form in order to
fight for heritage protection. The constant information flow ensures greater public
participation. Such ttom-up initiatives are furthermore more approachable and easily
integrated into the patron process while henceforth reviving newand often unexpected
public spaces.Sometimes, locals recognise their area’s character sooner and knahat is

lacking/needs to be activatedAs a result, a major part of the research findings builds on the
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personal interviews with six local citizens conducted during April 2023by the author (see

Appendix for the interview transcript). They primarily provide a sufficient and valuable

narrative of Ruhr’s regional identity (in the sense of personal identification)as the locals
EAOA 1 EOGAA ET OEA OACEIT &£ O UAAOOKh O1T i A AOAI

AA1 T x6  ATTET G AOII

Ostiplortithe éxaniinatidr of d pariicHaddbitt EOOA | A

from disgrace to pride in understanding industrial heritage andRuhr’seminent character.

c. 02.on resilience

Another IBA's essence creates fragmented landscape with a stack of historical

layers (the so-cadled palimpsest). The extensive effortsof stakeholders mark a gradual

reconnection of individual pieces.They accede to eme scholars arging that the resilience

approach hasthe potential to inform the landscape policies in improved handling, analysing

and understanding of change and log#lieninger and Bieling (eds.) 2012) The vulnerability

of Ruhr’s industrial landscapebecomesthe key determinant Additionally, the IBA initiative,

knowingly or unknowingly, continues with an idea of resilience in landscape studies

introduced by German architect Florian Beigeblong with his research group(Beigel and

Christou 2010). As an exception, he ideatends to disassociateitself from the omnipresent
issue of resilience. The Beigel group works withm AT 1 OA@O 1T £ OAT 11T AAOET C

from an instant uncertainty of urban development, thus preventing a territory’s potential

obsolescence or decay. The link strives for a temporal joint between the present and chancy
future. Ultimately, the postindustrial landscape substantiatesas®dA A1 1 AA OCAOAAT 6 «x

possibility to pre-set a formable agenda for latter building and spatiaprograms exists.

Therefore, the timeresilient plan propounds an opportunity for open interpretation and

potentially transforming circumstances.We follow the exact steps in the IBA agendand two

discussed flagship projectslt does not use aunifying, concretely settled plan throughout the

whole 10-year process. Rather, the positive uncertainty is open to modifications and

creativity. The temporality of landscapeconstitutes one of the thoughtprovoking ideas

behind this conept. Therefore, we acknowledge the constant transformation othe

landscape in every moment andevery circumstance thus, the landscape is not timeless.

Moreover, such a strategy is considered to move the boundaries of the quality aspect of a

well-designedprogramme or project (Beigel and Christou 2010) That is why welook at the

IBA practice as one of the successful pioneerirtgisesof this theory.

Naturally, the factual (aesthetical) value of ruined landscapes comes with rather

superficial aspects of diversity, otherness and coarsenegPouet 2012, 153) The natural

weathering processegyenerate itwith little connotation to hum an intervention. The gradual
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transferring of transient nature, little by little leading to decay and obsolescenceget again
contrasts the perception of durability and resilience. In reality, these two processes of value
decline and increase intermingle. 8&metimes to the extent that a line between human’s
presupposition of resilience and obsolescence disappears or hastily turns ovefgain,
obsolescence marks the turning point when an area or structure reaches its definite expected
lifespan, and thus its eonomic and social value turns virtually zero. Two primal influences
merge along the way those of technological innovations and fashioffhompson 1979). This

is particularly through for industrial spaces where the aspects ofsencechange faster and
faster, andthe temporality is certainly noticeable. In the end, observing and discussing what
the future brings regarding the decay and obsolescence of the relatively novel projects within
the IBA in somethirty to fifty years is particularly interesting. It provokes a question of what
happens when industries that substantially give meaning to the region in the past and present
fully disappear in the future.In general, itelicits potential research irto the next step of the

de-industrialisation processfollowing the era of sustainability.

c. 03.on value

On a practical note, esearchers Mailyn Palmer and Peter Neaverso(il998) point
I 60 OEAO OE1T A AUTAI EA AT OEOITI Al Oh AOI OOO0OAI
justify their existence in monetary terms as a heritage attraction or aviablA AADOE OA OAOO,
(141). The danger of mere favouring of economic over cultural valyevhich predominantly
affects all heritage processesloes not come as a burdéior Ruhr’s restructuring. The overall
funding derives from several resources; therefore, its not altogether only reliant on a high
budget input during the preliminary phases.Consequently,the economic valuedoes not
dominate any project actions. Ultimately, the apparent solutionto this issue emerges with
placing a higher value on cultural idetity, in the end, to arrive at its superiority rather than
a means of economic welbeing (Ashworth and Larkham (eds.) 1994, 225) This concerrs
Ruhr’s both top-down and bottom-up heritage-led initiatives. Nevertheles, Riegl (1996)
alerts that the preservation processes must (!) always consider a contemporary value (or, as
EA OAAAT 1 Oh OA b O AwkOtEeistbricaboAceHerd, wdakrivénhadgenerdll | 1 C
AT 1T Al OOETIT OEAO OAIT1T £l EAOO Eibasédhoo diffakrgds inAT A DI
OA1 @de@émann and Mieg (eds.) 2015, 13¥he IBA Emscher Park planner and architect
Thomas Sieverts stresses a universal perspective thahuman’s expansion of understanding
of what is valuable derives from acknowledging different characteristics ohis/her physical
environment (Riesto 2018). An unfamiliarity or otherness in the process of understanding
post-industrial areas produces novel perspectives in generakvitalisation. The inconsistent

and not strictly defined boundaries countenance a dynamic shaping of identity, values and
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decay. Thus, it comes as a constant movemeRteople learn to utilise and underline the

otherness rather than dismantle it.Specificdly, the concept of New Heritage (CDA/CHD), as

previously mentioned, suggests a wide variety of value prescriptions in the preliminary

research, even to an extent when two matters collide. In that case, a mutual dialogue

provokes an eyeopening perspectivein future actions and allows for a broadening of

possible horizons. Only thencan we rely on our final decision made upon a presumably
OOECEOG6 AET EAA8 (AT AAR AAAT OAEimplen@rited @End OT OOA,
the IBA Emscher Park.

c. 04.on transformation

We could easily regard the neglected industrial areasof Ruhrgebiet with
experts argue that connecting the industrial parts back into the city rejuvenation and urban
land exposes a (great ecological potential where fauna and flora reappear and
intercommunicate (see, for instanceBraae2015). We can follow such predispositions even
in the 18th-century picturesque gardens of Great Britain, where antique and ancient ruins
embodied the decaying contrast to natureThis also becomes a central goal on the IBA's
agenda, concretely through ond £ OEA AEOA 1 AEOI 1 OEAO AAI 1T AA C
green corridors connectindividual industrial sites. It represents kind of a novelty in the
relationship between nature and humans (culture) with former brownfields as natural
retreats and dumps & natural landmarks.Moreover,1 AT 1 1T CEOI 0 OOAE AO OET A
(Industrienatur) to stress the Ruhr transitioning identity resonate all along(Douet 2012,
146). Nevertheless, we cannot forget the (occasionally) harmful consequences of industrial
actions on ecological stability. Thereforejn general, the aim of recycling postindustrial
landscapesis not trying to recover a pristine ecosystemElaborated examplesof current
practice, together with Ruhr,show a manageable retainment of biological diversity even in
(post) ET AOOOOEAT AOAAO8 7EAT ET AOOOOU CEANTEADEAONR
natural cycles receives an opportunity to reappear in the urban edext. Wild nature claims
its place as the uncommon aesthetics and fascinating sublime layénterestingly, some of
Ruhr’s green areas become part of thEuropean Garden Heritage Networka nonprofit
organisation which supports transnational cooperation between historically valuable
gardens topatronise regional development and cultural heritage(Berkenbosch, Groote and
Stoffelen 2022)
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Figure 03.7. Landschaftspark DuisburgNord, Hochofen 5 und AussichtsplattformThe design
incorporates newly accessible viewing platformsaround the industrial sculptures. The
photograph captures one of the former blast furnace$hotograph by theauthor.
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d. zooming on: landschaftspark duisburg -nord

he winning transformation proposal of the IBA flagship project titled
T Landschaftspark DuisburdNord, presented by Peter Latan 1990, begins with
acceptanceThe form and extent of this acceptance define the firsteps within architectural
and urbandesign. This follows the leading theoretical supposition of dealing with industrial
heritage in postindustrial landscapes.Nevertheless, it is even more pursued wheampathy
towards heritage and previous land use appearin the process. In this sense, the industrial
structures and sculpturesof the Thyssen Ironworksprovide harmony between the old and
new, with qualities and opportunities instead of wasteand repurpose instead of demolition.
The temporality of the landscape is present, connecting the past, present and futu®erman
Latz+ Partner office(led by above mentionedPeter Latz)and their revitalisation approach
unconditionally strive to recognise asmany qualities and valuesof labour and technological
processes egraved on the site as possibleThe prioritisation of the maximum preservation
based on memorymakes the office a winner of the announced competition among five other
international planning teams.It ultimately continued in the bottom-up initiative of the locals
which argued for structural preservation right after the workplace’s closureand the last
tapping of the blast furnacein April 1985 (Storm 2014, 106). The first step begins with the
shallow rescue of ironworks remnants from proposed demolition. Responsibility
surrounding the complex proceeding towards a wetreceived postindustrial transformation
thus appears extensivel.uckily, Latz shows nofear in the possibility of heatingan argument
about whether the industrial installations hold either a future economic or ecological
potential. In addition, such preliminary schematic research weighall inputs entering the
design process regarding economic, ecological, soc@ld cultural factors and values In the
end, the attainment of the industrial recycling and plotted design speak fothemselves
(depicted in Figure 03.8) asthe office receives major post-industrial renewals world wide

following the LandschaftsparkDuisburg-Nord sresult.

d. 01. layers of culture

Firstly, the cultural utilisation of the 230 ha brownfield area with the former
ironworks of Meidericher Hiitte opens up space for potential top-down or bottom-up
organised eventsCulture and art thus arise ashe vital elements ofRuhr’sregional identity.
The leitmoti f of cultural reintegration certainly portrays provided accessibility even of the
former hardly accessible points. The new gonal public spacesuddenly renders acoherent

site open to various leisure activitiesfor both locals and visitors An opportunity for playing
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with heights allows for incredible lookouts from the machines and technical tracks never
previously sighted, adding a fresh perspective to the area’s luEigure 03.7.) New cycle
paths result from the formery abandoned railways.The promenadeson different levels
connect former railways, steelworks, shafts and other places of industriferitage value and
interest. They pick up the threads of historically existing routes which naturally divide the
areainto smaller comprehensive sectionsThe middle part ofthe former steel mill now holds

a significant meeting pointand gathering placeg the so-called PiazzaMetallica.

Without a doubt, an idealisation of industry and nostalgiahappen to be present
during the whole revitalisation process. Furthermore, maximal reuse and adaptation of
retained materials and structures assumea partial contribution to cultural and ecological
recycling. Again, their decay is not suppressedbut rather celebrated to initiate natural
processes with the passing ofime. The support of workplace and machinery identities in
Duisburg-Nord begins with a choice to preserve the neceig for such initiative. With its blast
furnace plant ensemble the Meidericher Hutte ironworks create a contemporary landmark
AO OOERA TAIEJOAPEEA AT A (ZiBnidky QDD AG). Thedrea AdbtexD T ET O¢
AT 1 B O & compicatéd history of war, contaminated ground, and a partly lost industrial
identity, along with difficulties of long-term hope for the future once the initial enthusiasm
blast furnace that conduces to Rulisregional identity and forms its substantial elementOn
the other hand, striving for desired preservation does not negatively affect the design’s

creativity. Latz+ Partnerintroduces an anticipated symbiosis even at that matter.

d. 02. layers of nature

Secondly, he office opts for allowing a layer of nature to penetrate the park by itself,
each time alternating its aesthetics and appearanc&hus,in every momentwhen visiting the
complex, a person notices slight or apparent changes in the charactsgtween the ature
andindustry 6balance . Their interconnection becomes obviousDuring the 1990s transitions,
ITA OAOGEAAT O &O01i OEA Al 1T OA OEAETEOU 1T &£ OEA
paradise gardenE O EO AT AT 1T Of T Odi, WetterauCaAd RDID 200A 2R A O U 6
Seasonality also partakes in the changing identity. As such, the action delivers a nostalgic
historical connotation of nature practically retracting its onetime territory. It is adynamic
natural process of succession so widely propagated the CHDheritage sentiment.Again,a
historical link with the British 18 th-century gardens full of ruins contrasting nature emerges.
Thus, various kinds of trees, herbs, mosses and shrubs receive enosghace to operatainder

the newly coined concept ofindustrial nature (Industrienatur). Latz (2000) summarisesthe

[68]



Tidy Up the Ruhr!

processas @he result [being] the metamorphosis ofa landscape without destroying existing

features, anAOAEAOUDAIT AEAI T COA AAOxAAT OEA OAT A AT A

AAT1Tcu T &£ AT OE 1T AOOPAHI AT A OAAET EAAT OUOOAI 0o
On top of that, vegetation massively contributes to the aesthetics of the heavily

contaminated sectionswhich are still inaccessible to the public.For instance, the secalled

OO0I1 1T £ 69nallaAd ilimate with a random plant selection, cover the sealed toxic

materials up to now. The planners utilise a cost-effective plantbased technology of

phytoremediation with nature itself (living plants) cleaning up the contaminated soil, water

and air (Kirkwood 2001). Ecologically wise, this step certainly exacts extensive soil

replacement with a new layer of uncontaminated dirtThe process of cliural, economic and

environmental recycling is utilised in its every potential Hence, the Landschaftspark, with its

biodiversity and spontaneous vegetation, becomes one of tleght green corridors essential

for the IBA Emscher Park programmeia OEAT AOAADA 0 A OHiodeves, iset@ E AOE OA

opponents argue that the layer of nature might cover the cultural layeto an extreme extent

while hiding and camouflaging the workers™ everyday strugglesind intangible legacy in

general Therefore, as does Anna Storm (2014), they ask for more critical engagemgent

according to the CHDHere, we can again see the significant eleent of any postindustrial

reclamation seekingan ideal balancewithin the nature-culture relationship.

INDUSTRIE
KULTUR

Figure 03.8. Landschaftspark DuisburdNord 1991 Master Plan by Latz+ PartneiThe industriekultur
and identity are surrounded by the dynamic natural setting. Drawing by the author.

Adapted fromLatz+ Partner, 1991h Laﬁﬂschaftspark DuisburgNord, DEh @&ccessed Aprib, 2023,
https://www.latzundpartner.de/de/projekte/postindustrielle -landschaften/landschaftspark
duisburg-nord-de/.
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d. 03. layers of time

Thirdly, another prominent layer of acceptance portrays the time alone. Naturally,
corrosion, weathering and patina coveimost of the industrial leftovers. A major part of the
land area is still left for latter spontaneous growth following the Biegel thewy and its
temporal link between present and future The planners are confident in the area’s change
and definite dynamism.The processes of decay, dismaintlg, repair, and construcion always
remain active on the site, contributing to the factor of regional identityat every possible
moment. New lives of the built environment and landscape overlay the existing structures
while celebrating the history and place identity. We regard the p& to be alive; thus, its
creation is ongoing. Continuity is welcomed rather than suppressedProfessionals use
historical preservation and remediation technologies ad their interconnection to re-
establish cultural valueswith the 19th- and 20th-century industrial heritage. Moreover, they
do sowith deep respect for the integrity of existing layersin the landscape palimpsest
(Kirkwood 2001). Memory serves as a central theme to newiolently provide the initial
workers with a gace to reconnectand the present generations to understand On that
account, Latz(2000) explains that various site interrelations are designed as concrete and
visible to a viewer for him to create his own picture and identity of the place The

implementation thus suppressesa designer’sstrict imprint .

Besides, he project often uses a practice of differencen contrasting the old and
new, obliquely following the 1964 Venice Charter(Braae 2015) Its essence presents
acceptance rather than forceable blendingn the original elements. The past and present
layers and fragments in the landscape matrixxommunicate and Landschaftsparkliterally
embodiesthe area whereOT A x | A@T@iOis darticAlarly visible in the components of
accessibilitythrough the step of architectural production.Newly accessible lines of pathways,
ramps, terraces and routes emanate in bright colours (yellow, blue, red) toontrast the
industry’s bland (grey and brown) colour schemeOn top of that, the office’s approach
pursues testing new methods. The methodology during the preliminary stages, using
personal onsite analysis, variation of sketches and Halepth historical, environmental and
social research, proves sufficient in the posindustrial landscape theoryO4 EA OAOE 1T £ AA
with run -down industrial areas and open cast mines requirga new method that accepts their
physical qualities, but also their destroyed natO A AT A O1 BT COAPEU8 EO OEI
OOAAQOI OEOAOEIThe &I O OEEO ADPDPOI AAE TACAOAO OE,
O E i (Mafz 1998, 8)
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All of the approaches mentioned above give rise to the Landschaftspark Duisburg
Nord design, serving as an exemplary reference even after three decades when dealing with
inactive postindustrial landscapes.The designresults in blending human intervention with
natural processesTheir coexistenceand minglingbecome apparent to be crucial imny post-
industrial reclamation. The past isnever hidden, and human useand misuse are still very
legible. O4 EA DOEI AOU 11 O0EOA £ O A O0F OBEKKNEG O E A
2001, 159). Following the CHD notions, he project’'s function secures a place of
commemoration and identity (on the national, regional and local levelsyather than
aesthetically pleasing scenery oA O Aafufalbpark. It becomes Ruhr’s landmark(as

depicted in Figure 03.9.)with designersrecognisng and usng the industrial heritage value

while trying not to misuse it.

Figure 03.9. Landschaftspark DuisburgNord. In the contemporary re-evaluation process industrial
heritage transitions through culture from the industrial land (a place of work and home,
Altindustriestandorte) into the postindustrial landscape (heritage, postindustridle
Landschaften. Photographs by the author.
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Figure 03.10. Zeche Zollverei©oal Mining Complex in EssgBhaft Xl The pit headframe gives_ rise
01 OEA AT ibpiA@ AARET ¢ ET 1 sPhotodrdph §y Ehd authdk AOEAAOAI
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e.zooming on: zeche zollverein

nother successful icon irRuhr’spost-industrial landscape revitalisationwithin
A the IBA Emscher Park introducd a former complex of coal productionin
Essen Bauhaus architects Fritz Schupp (1894974) and Martin Kremmer (1894-1945)
designed theZeche Zollvereinbuilding ensembleat the turn of the 1930s to be thelargest
extraction and processing plant of that timgDorstewitz 2014). Theyusedthe New Objectivity
style with the first traces of industrial production. Thanks to its characteristic appearance
(also capturedin Figure 0310.), the coal mining complexhappened to beuniversally known
AO OEA OAAOERAOAEAT @&WE AAR IO OftBelk 0001, 275)2 SO CAAE A C
as a symbol ofindustriekultur. Following the 1980s de-industrialisation and extensive
closures all over the region the residues of industrial operationin Essenlast saw the light in
Decemberl986. However, its closuremarked social and economic changeés the whole Ruhr

valley as Zollverein became one of the lastreaswith industrial production.

e. 01. layers of value shift

Theinitial ideas esteemed the Zollverein sitéo be suitable for the creation of waste
dischargeor demolition, presumablyfollowed by new construction with low -selling cossvia
private investors. Nonetheless not only the area’s monumentalnd heritage values have
immediately after been recognised. The bottorup initiatives grew even more prominently
and came to be one the loudest in thentire IBA restructuring. Hence, brmer Zollverein
workers began tofight for the monument’s significance and place identity immediately after
its closure, even without any clear conceptof its potential future (Shaw 2002, 87)
Subsequently, localsstarted to utilise the up-to-now closedoff territory for recreation
purposes in no time, which helped to encourage a possible reuse determinatiols a
consequence a construction cooperation manager opted for not only the feasible
preservation of the building complexbut also its surrounding open spaces. The actions met
their purpose as a vital discussion followed whether the value of open spacess perhaps

comparable to that of the built environment(Dammers, et al. 2004)

What started with bottom-up attention soon led to topdown governance through
culture and heritageled regeneration under the regional umbrella othe IBA Emscher Park
Zollverein’s gradual transformation officially proceededin 1994, with the German office
Planergruppe Oberhausen as the leading designeifter the IBA’s termination, the Dutch

studio OMA(Office for Metropolitan Architecture,led by Rem Koolhaa¥ completed arather
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dynamic masterplan with openended resolutionsin 2002 (Figure 03.11.) It merely served
as a framework for short-term and long-term urban developmentsurrounding the former
mining site (Dammers, et al. 2004)Visions and goalsontinuously developed thanks to the
open environment of citizen participation with experimental exploration. Here, we borroved
the term coined by researcher Philipp Dorstewit22014),who referred to the whole planning
process as anurban laboratory. Its idea resemblal the mentioned Biegel’s theoryof
temporality . It was exactly this fact of open space for new and creative incentives with a
strong respect for its historical legacy that suggested Zollverein’s general succesthia post-
industrial transformation (Figure 03.12.) Again, the process of spontaneous vegetation
growth and nature reclamationfound its role in the revitalisation. In addition, regarding the
culture-nature relationship and its subsequent impulse, German sculptor UlticRuckriem
received a chance to complement the landscape (or wasteland) with a number of monolithic
granite sculptures. Interestingly, the choice ofranite material resembled a kind of resilience.
This was also attributed to the dialogue of temporality, when with time, the present became

the past, and the initial past deepened into an even further past.

1 GESCHICHTE = IDENTITY

N\ - Design
. ¥ INDUSTRIE
NATUR

Figure 03.11. Zollverein’s 2002 Dynamic Master Plan by OMAe employment and interconnection of
culture (industriekultur ) and nature (industrienatur) are highly visible. The plan works
predominantly with existing structures and the environment. Drawing by the author.
Adapted from/ £AZFEAA £ O - AOOT bl 1 :EIOAINl OA OAEIE &edfBOMOBDHI A& Tnimé h
5, 2023, https://www.oma.com/projects/zollverein -masterplan.
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Figure 03.12. The Idea ofZollverein’sAccessibility by OMAThe diagram’s substance lies in making
industrial heritage and Ruhr’s identity accessible to anyone and manageable by
anyone. It highlights not only local or regional significance (mutual reliance with
Germany, Europe and the whole world itself)Drawing by the author.

Adapted from/ £ZEAA £ O - AOOIT Bl 1:EIQAIT O A OREIE dode¥safdiadhenl A Trhiag h
5, 2023, https://www.oma.com/projects/zollverein _-masterplan.

e. 02. layers of the AHD?

Originally, the industrial leftovers evinced feelings of unaffordable protection and
obsolescence with no real value. Interestiny, its value has immensely shiftedafter the
twenty-year-long process 2llverein became the first officially protected industrial
complex/building in West Germany in 1986, immediately followingits shutdown. The
experiments elicited historical and social meanings, heritage significance and creativity
stimulation. Subsequently, the Zollverein Mining Complex was registered on the UNESCO
71 01 A (AOEOACA ,EOO EI ¢mmp A O EOO OOAI AOEA]
decline of anAOOAT OEAT ET AOOOOU [(Déanters & mIA20@ ADMDIts puvt UA
heritage values haveahus suddenly come to attentioneven onabroader scale Furthermore,
the Zllverein’s rising international recognition was even engaged on the first general

Industrial Archaeology list by TICCIHalong with five other European recorded sites for
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instance, the pumping stations in Kinderdijk -Elshout in the Netherlands or the Canal du
Centre in Belgium)(Douet 2012, 176) These actions do not necessarily contribute to the AHD
conception; however, a certain risk comes with the potentialheritage overprotection. A
following issue with Zollverein’s industrial heritage is the constant polarisation echoing since
the 1980s, even after the listing, regarding the aesthetics appreciation or the question of
contested connotations towards the industrial past(Dorstewitz 2014). It still comes as a
difficult part of recent history, and its appropriate valorisation is thus questionedhowadays
We can apply this dissonance to the entire poshdustrial environment, in Ruhrgebiet or
elsewhere. Nevertheless, it is the Zeche Zollverein site that screams for balance the loudest

due to the official acknowledgement on higher levels anthe listing procedure.

The immediate effort ofex-miners to regard the environment as something valuable
suggests a strong identity and history establishment since the 1980s declin€hus, the
industrial remnants undeniably possess intense intangible reflection (memories, emotions,
feelings) and powerfully state the identity even ona higher (regional) level (Figure 03.13.)
This fact is later sufficiently acknowledged by the IBA initiative. Nevertheless, the
revitalisation process implemens a more openminded negotiation regarding various
meanings of heritage and identity (accordingly to the CHD,as dynamic processes).
Consequently Zollverein substantiates an important tribute in shapingRuhr’sfresh regional
identity based on industrial history. However, a certain aspect ofhe Authorised Heritage
Discourseportrays the process ofintense touristification and musealisation(Figure 03.14.)
As such, e built environment itself houses cultural and art useg a visitor centre, museums,
cultural organisations and dining (Egberts 2017, 177). To promote (or to commemorate?)
the Ruhr’s regional identity and industrial value, the Ruhr Museum in the former powerhouse
presents various collections and representations of the region’s complex industrial narrative
from 2007. Such an activation enhancesghe cultural aspect of heritage valorisationby a
certain amount, and the site becomes the IBA’s representative of the experimental testing.
Nonetheless, Zollverein’s character hathe potential to unknowingly become a marketing
tool in an extensive manne. Furthermore, following its once more established significance
through the listing, the site incorporates diverse projects from internationdly renowned
architectural and urban planning studiosz British Foster+ Partners, German Boll Architekten
or Japarese SANAA.
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Figure 03.13. Zollverein’s20th-century Value andldentity as aWorking Place. The archival photos
capture Ruhr’s industriesand landin their 20th-century heyday(from the 1930s tothe
80s). At that time, the whole region of Ruhrgebiet and Zollverein as ifgrime exponent,

substantiated Europe’s industrial heartland and society largely depended upon its
thriving. 0" 1 hOMEA 6

Source [1]:Unknown. 1970s.Ruhr Museum Photo ArchiveSource P]: Vollmer, Manfred 1986.
Ruhr Museum Photo ArchiveSource B]: Meinholz, Anton. 1932.Ruhr Museum Photo Archive.
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Figure 03.14. Zollverein’s 21stentury Value andldentity as aPostIndustrial LandscapeThe current
atmosphere emanates a strong cultureature relationship. Photographs by the author.
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O ( T axe industrial heritage value and regional identity manifested in the
10-year post-industrial restructuring process of the International
Building Exhibition Emscher Park in the Ruhr region from 1989 01 O1T AAUe &

he Ruhr region still embodies an area of poshdustrial transition while
T fighting ongoing economic decline.It should not be forgotten that the
constant state of restructuring is present Ruhmebietis not the only example of industrial
archaeology characterisingits environment’s substance however, it comes asa unique
European region with the largestnumber of industrial leftovers and a former European
industrial heartland. Consequently, its 10year programme of the International Building
Exhibition Emscher Park from 1989 to 1999 builds on severatriteria: industrial heritage
comes as tangible evidence of the transition froranindustrial to a post-industrial landscape,
and its preservation enhances the local identities. On that account, tistrong industrial
narrative fuels consumption-driven development. Its propagation asthe @orkshop for the
Future of Old Industrial AOAAO6 CEOAO Al A@gbl EAEO AEOKRAOETIT O
researchshows that in the case of the IBA Emscher Paikjs exactly the bottomup activism
towards tangible and intangible heritageled reclamation that saves many elements of
industrial culture and what is now consideredheritage and monumentsGreater use of public
participation and dynamic actor cooperatiorand communicationprove to boost theregional
identity. Without it, a successful transition betweenthe industry as a workplace and
industrial heritage hardly happens Furthermore, the|IBA”sregular information flow between
various stakeholders ensures the effectiveness of public engagemeattcording to the Critical

Heritage Discourse balancing the expert approach

Although sometimes competing between the cities, we observe that Ruhr’s regional

identity and connection to history, in this senseemerge and existThe issue of disappearing

regional identity is repeatedly linked to industrial heritage sites to promote at least some

kind of its sense.Over and above OEA EAAT OEOU OOAT OEOQEI T O £&£0I
ET AOOOOREAIx ADAOOOAEAOEOEETI ¢ EO6 OEOI OCETI 66 Al
Protection and seltesteem replace feelings of rejection and obsolescenderopagation of

industrial heritage helps to set a coherent picture of Ruhr to the outside worldRarticularly

the delicate attitude of former coal miners and industrial workers and their understanding

of postindustrial sites gradually change.The research results(not only via personal

interviews) reveal that citizens are now proud of their industrial heritagewhich is the prime

segment of their identity and sense of belongingilthough, it must be noted that this appears

to be true for the older than younger generation which does not associate itself with the
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heritage of coal and steel as much asociety anticipates.The term industrial heritage or
industriekultur itself gainsgreater subconsciousnessn public minds. In this matter, the IBA

programme vehemently contributes to the boostingshift.

Another point would be the environmental endeavour for change and ecological+e
structurisation since the IBA’s starting initiatives. The bottom-up activities cushion the
inevitable consequences of déndustrialisation. Industrial heritage as a seHevident symbol
constitutes Ruhr as a coherent regioraiming towards social and economic progress
Suddenly,new accessibility of the initially closedoff land becomesone major contribution to
the region’s identity shift. It highlights an important change in the post-industrial
restructuring towards the interconnected landscapepark area along the culture-nature
relationship (primarily observed through the flagship projects of Landschaftspark Duisburg
Nord and Zeche Zollverein) Hence, he IBA contributes to a new understanding of de
industrialisation redevelopment, primarily through history appreciation. It helps to define a
new meaning of cultural heritage, industrial legacy andense of belongingwithin the Ruhr
region itself. The research sbstantiates that, perhaps,without the IBA Emscher Park, there
would be hardly any heritage value or regional identity to investigate. As such, the
programme successfully sets these contemporary elements Bfihr’s intangible legacyand is
not afraid to address its sensitive past The new meanings and definitions enhance new

opportunities in the region’s sustainable and prosperingransformation.

However, the findings question the regional restructuring and initiatives when
considering primarily a national level of interest in the region.The state itself always elicits

the first steps in Ruhr’s transformation process as particularly seenin the case ofthe IBA

programme. This tackles a conjecture that the manifested regional identity neesla E ET O 6

from the upper levels of governancéo address the regional issuedt implies that the regional
network system lacks any form of collective regional visionand selfpreservation despite the
early signs of deterioration during the 1960s and 70s denial of industrial decline.
Additionally, the regional character was not strong enough on its own to withstand the
ongoingeconomic, social and environmentatrisis before the IBA implementation na even
through local activism. The personal interviews (see Appendixfor the transcript) and
observations reveal that Ruhr’s character still struggles witla negative imageand historical
links in the national context Undeniably, the process of changing image from other points of
view proves to last longer than pursuinghe change inown identity. In this respect, the IBA
appears to push Ruhr’s conception to a more positiveutset, at least a little. Today, the
region’s constant engagement in cultural events supports the bolstering on national and

international levels. Another counter perspective to addressing industrial legacyo a large
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extent through monocentric identity arises. The researchargues that Ruhr’s omnipresent
connection with industry causes and predetermines restructuring actions to stagnate onot
critically search for innovative alterations. In theory, the stagnation andpassivereliance on
established perceptions go against the New Heritage @HDconceptswhile inclining closer
01 OEA 11 xAAADIIOcarOaEA ledd Aogréater industrial heritage marketing,
monumentalisation and unintentional conservationwith aesthetic inaccuracy. For instance,
we can perceive such an actiof unintentional heritage dilution through the Industrial

Heritage Route, created partly for marketing purposes and tourism.

The thesis analyses @sequent questions to understand and build the research’s

theoretical framework within regional post-industrial transformations:

AVhat doegegional identity indicate along the transformation
processes dhe derelictpostET AOOOOEAIT 1 AT AOAADPAOe 6

In this matter, the research shows that any weltlone transformation of a post-
industrial environment begins with acceptanceAnidentity enhancement followed by a sense
of belonging builds on acceptance of industrial heritagen any form and its tangled past in
the concrete context. Above all, this comes as f@votal criterion in social and cultural
cohesion and greater participation through inclusionThe place identity serves as a starting
point to allow the reclamation actions (the future) to build on various links with the present
(through the past). Constant establishment ad bolstering of regional identity improve an
area’s cohesion through all possible levels and facilitates unifying and legitimising policies
and policy feedbackn practice. The reinforcement proves to be important primarily from the
OET OEAAG GilocdisAd tieir iAtdngidleAegacyWhile prioritising the perspective
AOT 1T OEA OI OOOEAASG j11 1 AOCAO OAAI AhystrippdET OO0 |
it of context, overtouristification, artificial aestheticisation or passive musealisatbn.

Lastly, focusng on a region as a territorial category rather tharm nation proves to
satisfy the historical industrial development, as a strong industrial narrative is commonly
embedded in smaller parts othe nation itself. Thus, it bettercorresponds to the studying and
critical understanding of industrial heritage within a contextand local community, according
to the contemporary CHDIt activates greater heritage valorisation and democratisatiofrom
OEA O Athréugnimioré intense bords towards a place and its character.

O7TEAOG Ai 1 OAI pi OAOU EAOEOACA AEAI 1 AT CAO A
revitalisation processes @ EA 1T Acl AAOAA ET AOOOOEAI Al OEO
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Firstly, all of the concepts discussedn the research- heritage, landscape, reignal
identity , dosolescenceand valueform a fluid framework. None is statigand their dynamism
depends on many inputs and factorsThey appealto the setting in a particular context.This
collides with long-term strategic planning, sometimes resulting in unforeseeable and
unpredictable changes during the processlt can inevitably lead to loss in economic,
ecological and cultural terms.Thus, strategies are often bound t@ certain time and place
andtheir implementation somewhereelseneeds to be revisedlIn reality, anypost-industrial
transformation practically copes with starting from a beginning through a trial -and-error
method, lacking any form of guidancer reliance on preceding examplesAs a consequence,
strong vision or leadership may not be presentand disintegration, abandonment or

frustration can occur.

Secondly, extensive building on legacies can sometimes suppress the creative
initiatives towards finding the best solution for reclamation. On the other hand
industrialisation cansometimes (un) intentionally overshadow other parts of history. The
processes oftouristification and musealisation, building rather on aesthetic and economic
values,ultimately support the direction of industrial heritage towards authorisation rather
than taking its stance inthe CHD/CDA Another potential difficulty recognises misuse or over
commercialisation for a pure strategy towards economic recoveryalbeit it canapply to all
kinds of heritage. Additionally, this can result in exclusive or elitist topdown narratives
which are not, in their essence, desirable in any transformation procesgile distancing from
the AHD Hence, the research stresses the undeniable importance of a multivocal
environment through inclusion and participation towards industrial heritage

democratisation. Ruhr'sIBA Emscher Park comes asne exampleof this matter.

On the contrary, the present challenges of posindustrial landscapes include
abandonment and disinterestin industrial heritage, especially in countries where industrial
heritage becomes addressed only recentlyThe worldwide acknowledgement interferes
while pri oritising other heritage and historicalgroups over the industrial one.Consequently,
there is a need forthe industrial heritage narrative to broaden itself as soon as possible to
address not only the Western world. The process of diedustrialisation with similar issues
while determining its legacy iscurrently happening in other locations throughout Asia, South
America or Australia. Moreover, its stance inthe New Heritage milieu is undeniable and
strong; however,the CHD still suppesses itgoropagation as one of the most important parts
of human history. Some look upon the industrial environment being aigly ducki E Tar@ &

blameable factor of diverse crises rather thapraising evolution.
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he research shows thatthe interconnection of creative industries @design,
T urban planning, architecture) andthe use of heritage within the regeneration
processes proves to implement better results through spontaneous and incremental
initiatives than via a large redevelopment master plan. It shows an easier way to
communicate and navigate the equilibrium betweenthree subcategories introduced by
researchers Oevermain and Mieg (2015): heritage conservation, urban development and
architectural production in the reclamation of postindustrial landscapes.Such an integrated
approach in urban planning leads to sustainable developmenS&imultaneously, hdustrial
heritage asks for aninterpretation as cultural heritage in the sense ofNew Heritage
(CHD/CDA) strategies than asa mere building restoration. Nowadays,not only industrial
heritage becomes a tool to promote a specific area, for instan@eregion, anda tool to bring
peopleof the areatogether through place identity and a sense of belongin@esides, leritage
and its appropriation often reveal the reality oftpolitical and economic environmentz social
hierarchy, exclusion vs inclusion of communities and the coept of democracy.As such, it
heavily depends onthe context. Generally, any leritage value(the past) proves to support

any urban redevelopment andhelpsto integrate its present and futurestrategy.

When putting the positive aspects oindustrial heritage value and regional identity
together within a local community, Dutch researcher Karst Berkenbosch et al. (2022)

summarise:

Ondustrial heritage narratives can be socially significant to communities by providing
an understanding of the wrrent postindustrial society, advancing residents’
psychological processing of the often distressing period ofirdkistrialisation, or

helping to fill in the identification gap after industrial closuré.

(Berkenbosch, Groote and Stoffelen 2022, 330)

Therefore, an invitation for overall participation and inclusion within any transformation
strategies is one of thecrucial steps towardsa successful revitalisation ofthe post-industrial
landscapes This adequately correlates with the critical rethinking of the whole industrial
heritage concept and its appropriation by today’ ¢present) society through the CHand AHD
compromise. Context, dynamism and temporality navigate the process of the past
democratisation to the present and future Human beings sepersonal and collective(local,
regional) identities and a sense of belonging through heritage and its walsation. Thus, the
relationship between heritage value and regional identity, although slightly understudied, is
naturally combined and jointly applied.As suchjt still embodies an intangible legacyand its

research in qualitative and quantitative matters can b biased and less objectivéVioreover,
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the interdependence and substance of industrial heritage (as the past) in creating one’s
identity should refrain from curtailing any creativity and technical progress of the present
decision-making.

In reference tothe thesis findings certain disclaimers applyDue to time and spatial
constraints, the research focuses solely on one case stu@g a strategic exampleand

primarily analysesWestern phenomena. The literature, individual perceptions and concepts

xEOEET OEA EAOEOACA AEOAEDPI ET A OAZEI AAO PAOOEAC

person born, studying and living in Europe. This is foremost the main limitation. Secondly
predominantly German language tracks and passes the information and framework of the
German case study with less background in English. The personal language barrier of not
mastering the German languagenight possess or reveal some obstaclealthough the aim is
towards its most possible elimination Among the limitations, one particularly stands out.
That is the lack of documentation on the intangible heritage of Ruhr within any sources in
comparison to other postindustrial regions. Especially considemg the crucial relevance of
industrial workers” identity and immaterial legacy for the findings. Methods used in the
thesis, such as the interviews with locals, reveal that an understanding of something abstract
(intangible character and past) may be limiéd and sometimes inexpressibleMainly the IBA
Emscher Park programme lacks proper legacy evaluation and retrospective feedback
therefore, it complicates further examination. However, any research regarding industrial
heritage AO A OI 1 A Adekts udtd such AnBis€u@. Nevertheless, general observations
and deductions can be appliedn this respect, even when working on personal experience
and observations
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nd so the sky above Ruhr bemnes blue again.The researchusesa multi-
A perspective examination of the heritage conceptvithin the Critical Heritage
Discourse while studying industrial heritage value and regional identity and their
combination. It does sobased onone representative case study Ruhrgebiet in Western
Germany and its postindustrial restructuring through the 10-year programme of the
International Building Exhibition Emscher Parkfrom 1989 until today. It analyses the
construction of collectivespace(a region) based on collective pasts (industrial heritage and
identity). The critical rethinking of coined concepts and methods anthe contemporary
perspective of the heritage studies disciplinefollowed in Chapter 02 renders significant
inputs into any postindustrial transformation. The case study presents thatnidustrial

heritage, postindustrial landscape and regional identity assubjective dynamic processes

AT 1T OEAAOAAT U OANOEOA 11T AAI DAOOE Aderedponingl AOT |

to the Critical Heritage Discourse within the contemporary heritage studies

Even thoughRuhr’sregional identity has experienced manysomersaultssince the
late 18h century, it has always built onits heritage and the past from industrialisation
Chapter 03 examinedRuhr’s historical setting as the European industrial heartland anthe
region’sextensive restructuring in the current times of deindustrialisation since the 1980s
following the industrial withdrawal. 4 EA El ACA 1 £ GE®IOA O BAdOHKAINAT A
with a focus on labour(the past) transitions into the post-industrial landscape regarding
heritage andidentity (the present and future). Shifts in local perspectives, primarily from the
workers, accompany the process while moving from shamand despairto pride. The 1989-
1999 IBA Emscher Park introducesone of the initiatives to strengthen theregion’s overall
bond and value reinforcement as the @Vorkshop for the Future of Industrial RA C E 1 Th& 8 6
representatives build on active creativity and transparency and follow the bottomup
starting initiatives in consonance with the CHD’s theorysthe region’s added valuethe IBA
reveals that intangible legacy haatremendous impact on Ruhr’'s community even afteforty
years.Nonetheless, Ruhr’s omnipresent disunity regarding polycentric urbanism and rivajr
complicatesthe efforts to reinforce itself as a cohesive region, not only for the inside structure
but alsofor the outside world. Albeit the forty -year-long process of active engagement, the
identity is still sometimes more prominent in perceptions fran the outside rather than its
inhabitants, in both negative and positive connotations.Moreover, Ruhr’s industrial
environment somewhat dwindles in importance for local younger generationsn this matter,
history and heritage (the past) serve as the main agents ofluing the individual pieces

together to create apresent and futuresustainable environment
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To conclude, be thesis findingsin Chapter 04 and OSndicate that the IBA"slack of
retrospective feedbackvia personal experience and identifications within Ruhrgebiet’s de
industrialisation period allow for further research. As a followrup on this work, geater
inclusion of systematic surveys and interviews with locals @uld be included. Presentday
strategies to nurture Ruhr’s industrial past following the IBA agenda are less analysed and
therefore, less known to theresidents and thepublic. Considering the substantial significance
of inclusion in today’s heritage concepta greater flow of information in reference to Ruhr’s
industrial identity and its nurturing is welcomed. Furthermore, it invites a substantial
contemporary study concerning the industrial heritage concept and its valorisation in terms
of the CHD and present heritage studies in genera&incethe younger generation recalls
lesser association of Ruhrgebiet with its industrial past and workers, it indicates interesting
further examination in some ten to even twenty years from now. As suclspciety could
observe the developing direction ofindustrial heritage value and regional identity and
accordingly react on that matter.Finally, such research could expand the intangible legacy
and its critical understanding within post-industrial landscape recycling. A further
examination couldbetter inform future regional transformations and their policiessince de
industrialisation continues to be present both inside and outside the Western world.
Nonetheless, a specific historical, economic, social, cultural and environmental context of a
place always plays a significant role in any decisiemaking process.As such, the thesis

highlights this matter. In addition, it manifests that industrial heritage and regional identity

as two contemporary theoretical concepts can become the foremost elemeéntE A OAOOE Ol C

essence and its people.
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appendix

Interview transcript

he master thesis presentgersonal oneon-one semi-structured interviews
T with local inhabitants of the Ruhr region to address and question the
intangible phenomena of regional identity and industrial leritage. The prime division follows
these two concepts, however, is respectfudf their interconnection. The interviews serve as
a primary method to help examine the main research questioregarding Ruhr and the IBA
Emscher Park programmeDue to the language barrier riterviews were conducted in English
during April 2023. The final number of participants adds up to sixwith several minor and
partial contributions from four other individua Is.

Initiation & Introduction

01. Could you please introduce yoursef How long have you been living irRuhrgebiet?

What is your personalstory about the region?What brought you here?

Regional Identity

| am interested in the regional identity of Ruhrgebiet. Howeverf is nowadays reckoned that
its regional identity gradually declines due to the individualistic rivalry and tendencies of

single urban centresin the area such as Duisburg, Dortmund, Esse@berhausen or Bochum.

02. Do you actually regard any regional identity of Ruhiin the present day? Do you
consider yourself to be more part of Ruhrgelgt or the city alone?

03. Have you evemersonally felt the rising distinction and rivalry between the individual
cities of the Ruhr regionin terms of identities, cultures, social living or sports
i $1 001 61 AR "1 AEOI R $OEOADOCH %OOAT 8Qe

04. Would you regard peopleas being proud of living in Ruhrgebiet or is it more a
@oincidental circumstancey?

05. Have you evercome upon or have you ever been referred tpthe terms Ruhrdeutsch
(the Ruhr dialect) or Ruhris(the Ruhr inhabitant)? Are they widely connotated among

the German population?
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06. How is Ruhrgebiet generally perceived among Germans? Is it presently deemed
Ol ACAOGEOA AT A Ociue AO EO xAOh &£ O ET OOAT AA
07. If Ruhr’s image is still embodied negatively, would you reckon that the environment
ETAAAA OI 1 AET x OODPDPI 060 OG&Ae OOQI BT ABGCIOEAROD/
nowadays build on greener areas, sustainability and future (economic, social, cultural)
COl xOE O1 xAOAO A OAAOOAO Ei AcAde
Industrial Heritage & Landscape

Another part of my research focuses on industrial heritage and pos$tdustrial landscape
reclamation. Ruhr and the IBA Emscher Park programmeffer a lot of transdisciplinary
material in that sphere.

08. Do you reckon the industrial identity is still embedded in the Ruhr region?

09. From your point of view, low do you thinkthat localinhabitants perceive the industrial
history? Are there any positive or negative connotation®r is it more or less a neutral
perception?

10. Have you ever personally felt any conflicting matters coming from Ruhr’s identity
building on its industrial heritage?

11. Have you everdiscussedthe difficult past of Ruhr’s industrial rise and fall with
someone from older generatios? Perhaps ®meone who vividly remembers the
episodes or is tightly connected withthe industry?

12. Have you ever heard of théBA Emscher Park prgramme?If so, do you visit the sites
often?Do you regard it as a recreational area?

13. Are the IBA initiative and its consequencesnore internationally recognised, or do
locals perceive it as theilegacy?

14.1s it more professionally recognisedby experts, academics, architectsand urban
planners, or do people from different social classes utilise and know about the sites?

15. What do you think are the biggest challenges in terms of Ruhr’s revitalisation? This

could be socially, culturally, economically, ecologically, appearanedgse...
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the 2003 nizhny tagil charter

The Nizhny Tagil Charter for the Industrial Heritage

The International Committee for the Conservation of the
Industrial Heritage (TICCIH)

17 July, 2003

TICCIH is the world organisation representing industrial heritage and is special
adviser to ICOMOS on industrial heritage. The text of this charter was passed by
the assembled delegates at the triennial National Assembly of TICCIH held in
Moscow on 17 July, 2003.

Preamble

The earliest periods of human history are defined by the archaeological evidence
for fundamental changes in the ways in which people made objects, and the
importance of conserving and studying the evidence of these changes is
universally accepted.

From the Middle Ages, innovations in Europe in the use of energy and in trade and
commerce led to a change towards the end of the 18" century just as profound as
that between the Neolithic and Bronze Ages, with developments in the social,
technical and economic circumstances of manufacturing sufficiently rapid and
profound to be called a revolution. The Industrial Revolution was the beginning of
a historical phenomenon that has affected an ever-greater part of the human
population, as well as all the other forms of life on our planet, and that continues to
the present day.

The material evidence of these profound changes is of universal human value, and
the importance of the study and conservation of this evidence must be recognised.

The delegates assembled for the 2003 TICCIH Congress in Russia wish therefore
to assert that the buildings and structures built for industrial activities, the
processes and tools used within them and the towns and landscapes in which they
are located, along with all their other tangible and intangible manifestations, are of
fundamental importance. They should be studied, their history should be taught,
their meaning and significance should be probed and made clear for everyone,
and the most significant and characteristic examples should be identified,
protected and maintained, in accordance with the spirit of the Venice Charter’, for
the use and benefit of today and of the future.

" The ICOMOS 'Venice Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites',
1964,

3. The importance of identification, recording and research

i Every territory should identify, record and protect the industrial remains that
it wants to preserve for future generations.

i Surveys of areas and of different industrial typologies should identify the
extent of the industrial heritage. Using this information, inventories should
be created of all the sites that have been identified. They should be
devised to be easily searchable and should be freely accessible to the
public. Computerisation and on-line access are valuable objectives.

i Recording is a fundamental part of the study of industrial heritage. A full
record of the physical features and condition of a site should be made and
placed in a public archive before any interventions are made. Much
information can be gained if recording is carried out before a process or
site has ceased operation. Records should include descriptions, drawings,
photographs and video film of moving objects, with references to
supporting documentation. Peoples’ memories are a unique and
irreplaceable resource which should also be recorded when they are
available.

iv. Archaeological investigation of historic industrial sites is a fundamental
technique for their study. It should be carried out to the same high
standards as that of sites from other historical or cultural periods.

V. Programmes of historical research are needed to support policies for the
protection of the industrial heritage. Because of the interdependency of
many industrial activities, international studies can help identify sites and
types of sites of world importance.

Vi The criteria for assessing industrial buildings should be defined and
published so as to achieve general public acceptance of rational and
consistent standards. On the basis of appropriate research, these criteria
should be used to identify the most important surviving landscapes,

i sites, logies, buildings, structures, machines and
processes.
Vii. Those sites and structures that are identified as important should be
d by legal that are sufficiently strong to ensure the

tr:onservanon of their significance. The World Heritage List of UNESCO
should give due recognition to the tremendous impact that industrialisation
has had on human culture.

viii.  The value of significant sites should be defined and guidelines for future
interventions established. Any legal, administrative and financial measures
that are necessary to maintain their value should be put in place.

1. Defi

tion of industrial heritage

Industrial heritage consists of the remains of industrial culture which are of
historical, technological, social, architectural or scientific value. These remains
consist of buildings and machinery, workshops, mills and factories, mines and
sites for processing and refining, warehouses and stores, places where energy is
generated, transmitted and used, transport and all its infrastructure, as well as
places used for social activities related to industry such as housing, religious
worship or education.

Industrial archaeology is an interdisciplinary method of studying all the evidence,
material and immaterial, of documents, artefacts, strat;graphy and structures,
human settlements and natural and urban landscapes’, created for or by industrial
processes. It makes use of those methods of investigation that are most suitable
to increase understanding of the industrial past and present.

The historical period of principal interest extends forward from the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution in the second half of the eighteenth century up to and
including the present day, while also examining its earlier pre-industrial and proto-
industrial roots. In addition it draws on the study of work and working techniques
encompassed by the history of technology.

2. Values of industrial heritage

i The industrial heritage is the evidence of activities which had and continue
to have profound historical consequences. The motives for protecting the
industrial heritage are based on the universal value of this evidence, rather
than on the singularity of unique sites.

ii. The industrial heritage is of social value as part of the record of the lives of
ordinary men and women, and as such it provides an important sense of
identity. It is of technological and scientific value in the history of
manufacturing, engineering, construction, and it may have considerable
aesthetic value for the quality of its architecture, design or planning.

jii. These values are intrinsic to the site itself, its fabric, components,
machinery and setting, in the industrial in written doct ion,
and also in the intangible records of industry contained in human memories
and customs.

iv. Rarity, in terms of the survival of particular processes, site typologies or
landscapes, adds particular value and should be carefully assessed. Early
or pioneering examples are of especial value.

2 For convenience, 'sites’ will be taken to mean buildings, and
machines unless these terms are used in a more specific way.
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